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.. TOWNSHEND, #ſq- 
| Elonour'd 5209435 | 
Offer uot theſe 'Trifles to- your 
T8 . View, as Diſcourſes that may any 
M ways Conduee to the Improve- 
"ment of your Noble Education ; bur as 
Fry may ſerve_tor a Divertiſement _ 

_ Relaxation to the Mind, when it 
| been bent upon 
-*..  Fous ot ers as the Grandeur of _ 


more Gene-".,..' * 


your Rirth,and the promptneſs of your : 


own Natural Genius invite you. to, 
To ſuch Sparkling Wits as, youts, its 
EVErY. ONES a, the dawning of it, 
W help forward its riſing Luſtre, that 
. they themſclves may hereafter receive 
the happy Influence of its more Invi- 
} gorated light. But 1, Sir, muſt own the 
preſumption, who havedar'd to make 
an» Offering- to you of ſuch mean 
Gleanings as theſe-, who have a.juſt * 
+ Chim to all that the moſt Luxuriant* 

; Fe A 2 fan- 


fancy -can preſent you-with, dreſt in 
the richeſt Garb, If the Colleftion 
of theſe Toys ſhall delight with their 
Novelty, yet are they neither valuable 
nor curjous enough, to he received into 
the Cabinet; if you pleaſe,S;r,tv admit 
*em the Porch, it is above their merit ; 
but as they tell the World, 7hat Eom- 
age and thoſe profound Reſpeds Tam 
Ol ed to pay to your Selfand Noble 
Family, fince rather than give no Sig- 
natures of it, I have ventur'd upon this, 
tho” a ſubje&t much too low to fo great 
a Patron. Szr, If you pleaſe to pardon 
this huwble Preſent, which I leave at 
your feet, I have my utmoſt Satisfa- 
Etion in their Compoſure ; and Com- 
pleated my Ambition in the Title, of 


Honoured Sr, 
Your moſt Faithful 


and Obedient Servant, 
7. W. 


| ew 
The Rnakſeller to the Reader. 
F to laugh amongſt the Aucients ; 
[| was the diſtinguiſhin Property of 
a Man from a Beall. thou haſt 
here what to accompliſh him, which 
alone is enough to recommend the Book 
to thoſe, who are Mercurially inclin'd ; 
But "the over-ruling Genius , that pro- 
wvok'd the Author to thu Task, was too 
large to be confiud ta that Latitude: 
w has in theſe Stories ſarveyd. 
Mankind, and taken in the whole Ms- 
crocoſm. Has Anatomiz'd all the 
Paſſions , diſplayd each Muſcle to its 
full Proportion , as the Strings of a 


Lute, or the Pipes of an Orgain, 
are 
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are varied into ſo many Motions. 
Love, Fear , Anger , Joy. all the 
whole train of them are moved, either 
in a fmgle Pathos , or together in a 
Pathetical Order. No private Afﬀe- 
tion lies ſo Dormant , but may here 
be rows d; ner the whole Cavalcade 

them, tho in their full career ; but 
at ſome f theſe recitals may be: farcd 
to a ſtand. J ſpeak hes, only to groe 
@ Specimen to thoſe that ſhall per- 
wfe . them, that they may perchance not 
have abſolutely thrown away their time. 
Would you have Wit ? *tus Searron. 
Would you have Variety > "tis Boc- 
cace. Would 'you have Amorous In- 
freewes ? *tis Francion. Would” you 
have. Extravagance 2 'tis Rablais. 
Mould you have Merality > *tis Guz= 
man. Zo the Dairy-Mad, tis aCharme: 
to the Sheepherd a Diary; and an 
accompliſhment to the Clown , when 
by the Fire fide, he * Conrts his 
Milreſs: And in ſhort _ Diverſion to 
the whole Cotage. | 


For 


f 
er 
- For when that the Cheſnuts crack, 
—— (and the Ale 
= Goes round, their Ears are tide to 
de (the Tale. 
be The old Wife laughs, and the 
'd | ( Children ſtare, | 
4s And up ſtarts an end, the Plough | 
E” (man's Haar. 
i; Jug cloſe creeps to Foan, and to bed 
0 ( ſhell not go, 
=. For fear of the Faries, and Robzn- 
I ( Goodfellow. 


In a word, it is a Map of the 
little World. The Anatomy of Man- 
kind in his FHumours and Paſſions ; 
the Scourge of Folly, and the Spur 
to _— ': the Diſpeller of Me- 
lancholy, and the Harbinger of Mirth. 
T could be Serious too, in this Argu- 
, went, if I pleaſe ; for in Antient times, 
the Mytholigiſts were the firſ® Di- 
VINes. 


* Bur I forbear, and fo Farwell. 
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NOVEL t&. 
The N, egro, or Loves Artifice. 


T Valedelid in Spain dwelt 
Don Trivultzi, an ancient 
Gentleman, and of a fair 
Eſtate, whoſe Wife Maria- 
_ 2a dying, left him a for- 

rowful Widower, with one 
only Daughter about Three years old, by 
whoſe agreeing features Mariana yet livd 
in aſecond Edition. This young Daughter 
was his only Joy and greateſt care, for 
whoſe ſake, that he might the berter aCc-" 
quaint her with the Duties of Religion, 
and prevent the early Seeds of Vice, he 
retir'd to his Country-Houſe, which had 
naturally ſo, melancholly a ſcituation, 
that it rather look'd like the Cell of a Her- 
mit or ſome Religious Votary who had 
abjur'd all fociety ; than the Seat of a 
Gentleman. The Gardens indeed —_ 

, B o 
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ed all the pleaſure the place was capable 
of, which were ſtored with variety of 
Frhits and excellent Flowers,and double 
fenced with a high Wall and a deep Moat. 
Hither retir'd Frevulrz; w:' his young 
Daughter, a Nurſe, and one iviaid, whoſe 
Life was ſo ſolitary and recluſe, that he 
never would receive a vilit from any of 
his acquaintance, and very rarely himſelf 
walk'd farther than the confines of his 
own Garden. Books be had ( which 
were his owgly Companions) not many, 
but choice, in which, when the weather 
prov'd foul, or the heart roo violent, he 
placed his buſineſs and recreation. At 0- 
ther times he imployed himſelf in Culti- 
vating his Garden , Pruning, his Trees; 
Tranſplanting, Inoculating, and thoſe o- 
ther Offices in which he was more parti- 
cularly delighted. Afariana, for ſo was 
ts young Danghter call'd, was now are 
riv'd at fix years old, in whom appear'd 
the forward buds of a pregnant Wit and 
charming Beauty. The indulgert Father 
grew extreamly pleaſed with the innocent 
prattle of Mariana, with whom every 
Evening he conſtantly deverted himſelf;ta- 
king all opportunities af infuſing Princi- 
ples of Piety and Vertue as his young: 
Pupil ripen'd into a capacity. Trivulzz; 
Who 
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who inhis youthful days had been a very 
Wag, and devoted wholly to the ſervice 
of fair Ladies and ſuch ſoft encounters, 
reflefting upon his own amorous Intrigues, 
and the frequent ſpoils be had made, re» 
ſolv'd to prevent thoſe temptations in Ma- 
riana Which had fo often prevaild upon 
her Sex. This was the great reafon of his 
retirement. Maria had now compleat- 
ed Twelve, a creature admirably bandfom 
without Art, and purely innocent; of a 
Wir quick and lively, a guard ſufficient to 
have defended her honour againſt all af- 
faults, had not her recluſe Education barr'd 
her from all ſociety; and as much as poſ- 
ſible could be, from the very notion. of 
that dangerous paſſion calld Love. Bur 
how vain an endeavour is ir to exclude 
the efforts of Nature, which are original- 
ly implanted in us? Mariaze who had ne- 
ver 4n her remembrance ſeen any Man 
but her Father, was chatting one daywith 
her Nurſe and asking ſeveral Queſtions a» 
bour che World, and what it was, if it was 
not like their Garden, and who lived in 
it ? and what they did? andif there were ; 
no ſuch Creatures in it called Men, that 
were like her Father ? To all which the 
Nurſe gave proper anſwers; which yet ra- 
ther inflamed than farisfyed her Currioſi- 
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ty. When turning her Eye towards the 
Fire ſhe took notice of the Figure of a 
Blackamoor placed on a Pedeſtal over the 
Chimney, which was well done, and pro- 
portionable to the Life. Nurſe, fays Mari- 
ana, What do you call thar thing that's 0- 
ver the Chimney, methinks its ſomething 
like my Father, bur it's Black, and never 
{peaks nor walks? That, fays Nurſe, is 
made of Black-Stone, and 1s the Image or 
likeneſs of one of thoſe men that are in 
the World. 1 believe ſo, favs Mariana, 
and I like it very well; but Nurſe, can't 

ou buy me ſuch a Creature alive as that 
1s? yes, ſays Nurſe, but your Father will 
kill me if I do; for he would not have 
you ſee one of thoſe men for all the 
world. Don't you fear that, ſays Mariana, 
for he ſhan's know it. Next Week my 
Father goes to Valedolid, and then Ile give 
you Money, and you ſhall go abroad and 
buy me one. Trivwltzi forced upon ſome 
Extraordinary occaſions, contrary to his 
own mclinations to go this Journey, leaves 
Mariana to the care and government of 
her Nurſe, who was a-freſh ſollicited by 
her young Miſtreſs, to take this opportu» 
nity to make the purchaſe of a live Man 
which ſhe ſo much loneg'd for. The Nuri, 
whethec more willing to gratify 2ariana, 
or 
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or for ſoma private advantage ſhe propo- 
ſed to her ſelf, took the Money and bought 
a Black who was a Slave at a neighbouring 
Village, whom ſhe privately conveyed in- 
to her Chamber. Mariana was extreamly 
pleas'd with the company of this Iive man 
who could walk and talk,and grew ſo en- 
amor'd of him,that ſhe would not endure 
him our of her ſight, nor to lye any where 
but in her own Bed. Trivulrz; was now 
upon his return, and every day expected 
home, which very much perplext Maria- 
»a and her Nurſe how to diſpoſe of the 
live Man to prevent his diſcovery. Nurſe 
perſuaded he ſhould be turn'd looſe, and 
take his .own liberty to go where he 
would ; but Mariana would by no means 
hear of parting with him. Ar laſt, after 
ſeveral conſiderations, Mariana contriv d 
it thus; That:Nurſe ſhould rake down the 
Figure of the Black over theChimney, and 
bury it at a corner of the Garden under 
the Weeds ana Rubbiſh, and that whenſo- 
ever her Father came up into her Cham- 
ber, the live Man ſhould ſtep upon the 
Pedeſtal, and ſtand there in the fame po- 


- ftnre the Figure did; This was agreed to, 


and before Nurſe carried away the Figure, 
Mariana made her live Black praQtice his 
poltures over the Chimney with his Legs 
B 3 a-crok 


pe 


a 
a-croſs npon the Pedeſtal, which within a 
day or two he did ſo exatuly, i it was no 
eaſie matter ' for any but Mariana to di- 
ſtinguiſh the living Black from the Image. 
Trivultzi was now return'd, and this de- 
ſign abſolutely conceald from him : Se- 
veral viſits had he made to Mariana in her 
Chamber without making the leaſt diſco» 
very ; for as hewas coming, either A/ar:- 
ana or Nurſe gave the Black notice of it; 


and then he was a top of the Pedeſtal, 


where he appear'd fo plain a Figure as 
would have deceiv'd more*than a common 
eye. It happen'd Trivultzz coming up ha- 
ſtily one day, Nurſe who uſed to give 
notice being below, Marana was under a 
ſarprize, and the Black had but juſt time 
enough to ſtep upon the Pedeſtal as 7:;- 
wultz;, entred; Mariana he found in ſome 
little diſorder, which ſhe handſomly- di- 
verted without farther notice.  Trivultz4 
wzlking and diſcourſing Mariana, the 
Black finding by his too much haſt be had 
miſtook. his- poſture. and croſt. his right 
- Leg with, his latr, whereas his left Leg 

ſhould have been croſt with his right, as 
- Trivultx4's back was towards him, he ſhift= 
ed his Legs to bring./em into the right po- 
ſture; -77 ;:vultzi Whoſe eve was upon a 
large 'Looking- -Glaſs in the Room, faw 
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the Figure upon the Chimney move, up- 
on Which, turning quick, he ſaw the two 
Legs change places. This was a fight fo 
ſtrange and miraculous, it ſtruck fear and 
trembling through every joynt, and a faint 
Sweat ran off his Forehead thick and cold 
as the tears from a Marble Statue; when 
recovering himſelf ; after a Thouſand 
Croſſes from Head to Foot, and ſome Ho- 
ly-Water ſprinkled upon the Figure to 
drive out the Devil, he ventur'd to ap- 
proach it, and Jaying his hand upon one 


.of the Legs, inſtead of obdurate Marble, 


found it pureFleſh, ſoft ard warm. This 
unluckily diſcover'd Mariana's whole In- 
trigne with her Gallant, which occafion'd 
Trivultzi immediately to remove to Val- 
dolid, where he diſpoſed of Mariana in 
Marriage, to a Gentleman of equal qua- 
lity and Eſtar6 : The Black he fold to the 
Mines, from whence he was never to be 
redeemed. 
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: NOVEL IL 
The Deſpairing P rodigal, or Happy 
Surpriſal. 


Onſieur Boneil was a Gentleman of a 

good F amily, whoſe Anceſtors glo- 

ried more in the Titles of Juſt and Honeſt, 
than they covered to have their Names 


pros d with Honourable and Magnificent: 


is paternal Seat was within three Leagues 
of Roan, where he had a fair Houſe and a 
plentiful Eſtate, which his own acquire= 
ments had very much enlarg'd. His el- 
deſt and only Sen, after he had paſſed 
through the diſcipline ofa Country School, 
and laid a fair foundaticn of Learning in 
the Latin and Greek,was ſent to the Univer- 
ſity of Paris, where after two years ac- 
quaintance with Philoſoph 1y., his Father 
defign'd. him” for” rhe" Sfiidy of the Law. 
Aſſoon as Monſieur Peter was ſetled in the 
College, he was fixt to his Books, which 
he ſeem'd wholly devoted to, and with 
that advantage, that he not only out-ran 
thoſe who equally ſtarted with him, but 
ont-{tript the very expectation of all his 
Friends. . His natural endowments were 
no leſs eminent ; an acute Wit with a' te- 
Nacious Memory ; his demean courteons 
and atiable to his familiar s, Which rendred 
bim 


H 


him ſo conſpicuous in the Eyes of all, that 
he was the happy ſubject of every ones 
diſcourſe. This Character was highly 
pleaſing to his Father, who now deſign'd 
to tranſplant him from the College , ro 
thoſe ,Seminaries of Law, from whence 
he hoped equal fruit and equal fatisfaCtion. 
Monſieur Peter's ſedulous endeavours had 
now conquer'd the knots and difficulties 
of that Study, and ſome publick teſtimo» 
nies he had given of a more than ordina- 
ry proficiency and improvement. [His 
excellent parts and obliging humour gain- 
ed upon all, and won him a numerous 
acquaintance, whoſe frequent and unſea- 
ſonable Viſits obliged him often to ſpend 
thoſe hours in pleaſure and diverſion, 
which were ſacred to reading or more ſe- 
rious contemplation. What at firſt was a 
force upon his inclination, began now to 
be his choice; his Study grew irkſome, and 
the converſe with Books, the ſociety of 
dead men, which to his ſprightly temper 
was like an entertainment in a Charnel- 
Houſe. His Chamber was now no place 
of retirement or meditation, only a con- 
venient Dormitory which he haunted eve- 
ry Night about Twelve, if no charming 
Frolick obliged him to the purſuit of 
ſtrange adventure. The Ladies of the” 
WEEDS: Town 
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Tawn had a conſiderable ſhare of his hours 


and friendſhip, of whom, though he was 
a great admirer, he was none of thoſe 
whining Lovers who dore upon a fingle 
Beauty, and would facrihce their lives to 
this Ladies Black-Eye, or the others Dim- 
ple; but his Courtſhi p was univegſal, he 
Iov'd all becauſe they had Pettecotes. His 
Wit and Parts gav? him thoſe advantages 
that no Fort vw2s impregrable to his aſ- 
faults, nor Ladies Heart fo hard, but his 
winning behaviour would ſoften, or his 
Philoſophical Experiment did certainly 
relieve him ; which adviſes, that Ladies 
Hearts, when grown hard 2s Flints, are 
eaſieſt broke upon a Feather-Bed. Wine 
he dearly lov'd, becauſe it refin'd the Spi- 
rits, and from a terrene dullneſs raiſed 
cnrious fancies and ſublime raptures , 
which often afforded matter for new at- 
chievements; and not only for this reaſon, 
but as it was the Bond and Ligament of 
good fellowſhip: For no Obligation of 
Friendſhip-can be firm which is not Seal'd 
in the preſence of Bottle and Glaſs. In 
ſhort, he was a Gentleman ſo generally 
Com olaiſant, that there was not one Vice 
he had a diſreſpect for. 
Theſe extravagant courſes had now 
reach'd his Fathers Ears, who was dayly 
alarm'd, 
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alarm'd with the Debauches of his Son, 
and infinitely troubled to ſee all his fair 
hopes and blooming expectations blaſted 
in a moment ; The good Gentleman was 
not wanting in his ſober advice and ſharp 
reprehenſion ; but' the young Spark re- 
ceiv'd no impreſſion, nor did ke valve all 
his Argaments againſt thoſe lewd prattices - 
more, than the common decl.:mation of 
Age and Impotency. His Father finding 
all his endeavours fru::.2{s, earneſtly de- 
ſird his return inte the Conntry ; but 
Monſieur Peter was ſo erdeard to a licen- 
tious Life, and his riotous Conpanions, 
that he ſtill found ſome new excuie to re- 
tard his Journey. The allowance he re- 
ceiv'd from his Father was much too ſcan- 
ty to defray the conſtant and preſſing 
charges of his profuſe and prodigal hu- 
mour ; what ſtock of Money his former 
thrifthad hoarded up, was now exhauſted; 
his Credit he had ſpun out to ſo fine a 
Thread, that his Reputation was wholly 
loſt in the opinion of every one but him- 
ſelf. The great diſcontent Monſieur Bo- 
neil was under,to ſee the unhappy miſ- 
carriage of his Son, ſunk him into a deep 
Melancholly, which layd the foundation 
of. a moſt dangerous diltemper : His Phy- 
ſitians adviſed him to conſult * with the 
0 Prieſt, 
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Prieft, whoſe Ghoſtly Counſel might pre« 
pare him for another World, for all their 
Art could rot preſerve him in this. Above 
all things he earneſtly defir'd to ſee his Son 
before he dyed, and fince all his Letters 
could not court him into the Country, 
he diſpatch'J a Meſſenger on purpoſe to 
acquaint him he was upon the brink of 
the Grave, and that if ever he hoped for 
his Bleſſing he muſt make haſt to receive ir. 
This News was very ſurpriſing, and did 
deeply affect the young Gentleman, who 
immediatly' took Poſt and recovered his 
Fathers Houſe two days before he dyed, 
When coming into, his preſence with all 
Duty and Reſpect, he was received with 
the tender Expreſſions of a loving and af- 
feCtionate Father. The next day Monſieur 
Boveil called for Peter,and told him, he had 
ſomething to ſay, which would very much 
concern him,and deſerved his beſt attenti- 
on, 1 have, ſays he, ith unſpeakable Sorrow 
and Affliction heard the Hiſtory of your wici- 
ous fe, which is now my Diſeaſe and Death; 
Tou have reaſon to believe you have diſoblidged 
me beyond the Power of a Fatber to forgive, 
but my affections like my Charity, know no 
bounds. I have been preſſed by ſome of your 
Relatious to diſcard you from my favour, and 
diſinberit you of my Eſtate, but I make you 
Heip 
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Heir of both. You bave made me promiſes of 
a Vertuons and Sober Life, I heartily pray for 
the performance for your own ſake : But this 
I conjure you to, by all that's good and ſacred, 
that when I am gone, and you now jorge tbe 


rerurn to 


Advice of your Dying Father, a 


your former Extravagances, and Mortgage, 


Sell, and ſpend your Eſtate, that you never 
part from this Houſe out of your Poſſeſſion, nor 
open the Door of my Cloſet, of which this is 
the Key, till you are reduced to that extremi- 
ty and want, that you have neither Sixpence 
of * own, nor the Credit of it from any 
ody elſe. This with my Bleſſmg, 1s all my 
fainting Spirits will give me leave to ſay. 
Upon which,Monfteur Peter made a ſolemn 
Proteſtation for the dne obſervance of this 
his laſt Command. The next day the old 
Gentleman dyed, and Monſieur Peter for 
abour ſix Months lived a Sober retired life. 
When he began to conſider how abruptly 
he had left his Friends at Paris without ta- 
king a civil leave, which to a Gentleman 
of his critical breeding was inexcuſable: 
For which reaſon he reſolved upon a Voy- 
age to Paris, and fince he had not found 
thoſe ſums he expected, and had occaſion 
for in his Fathers Cofters, he raiſed Five 
hundred Piſtols upon a Nuke of his Eſtate, 
which nat long after he lopt quite off, to 
bring 
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bring into a beter form. Heis now arriv'd 
at Paris, where he received the comple- 
ments and viſits of all his Friends of both 
Sexes. If this young Gentleman had any 
byaſs in him, it was certainly on vertues 
ſide, his natural Inclinations tending rather 
to moderation than exceſs ; but good na- 
tare abounded in him, of a facile temper 
eaſily wrought upon, and who would 
rather be courtiouſly vicious for Cem- 
pany, than moroſely good and diſo- 
bliging. Monſiner Peter had now re- 
newed his acquaintance with all his former 
Companions, whom he treated with coſt- 
ly Entertainments, nor would he ſpare for 
any expence to give the leaſt de monſtra- 
tion that his friendſhip was real and fin- 
cere. In ſhort, his own generous Soul, 
and his Prodigal Companions, reduced 
him to great Neceflities ; he had now 


Mortgaged and ſold all his Eſtate; his Re- 


putartion loft below the credit of an Ale- 
Houſe Score. Now it was he remembred 
the advice and Charge of his dying Father, 
and ſeeing all his unkappy Circumſtances 
with the ſame face, asit his laſt words had 
been Propherical, he reſolved to go down 
mito the Country, and open the Cloſet 
which was Lock'd and Seal'd up, and had 
fo continued till this very day. Entring 

; with 


| I5 ] 


with a greedy expeCtation of a vaſt Trea- 


ſure, which he had no reaſon to hope , 
tut becauſe he wanted it; he firſt ſearched 
his Fathers Desk, which he found altoge- 
ther empty,only a {crip of Paper writ with 
his own hand, with this Inſcription, Now 
go Hang your ſelf The ſeveral Drawers and 
Boxes furniſhed him with the ſame for- 
lorn Motto, ard nothing more. Startled 
at this difſapointment, and more ltrange 
Counſel , tnrowing his Eyes abour, he 
ſpied a Rope with a Nooſe ready fired, 
a Prayer-Book upon the Table, and un- 
derneath a Baſs with a Cuſhion upon It - 


Seeing all theſe convenient preparations 


for his unhappy fate, with ſuch comforta- 
ble advice, dangerous encouragements to 
ſo melancholly a Temper, he preſently 
reſolved to do accordingly, and by one 
violent act upon himſelf, force a cure of 
all his miſeries and diſcontents, which 
proved ſo beyond his expectation. The 
Rope was fixed above to a falſe Ceeling, 
which with the weight of his Body fel], 
and ſhowred down Bags of Gold and Sil- 
ver to a very great Sum. Monſieur Peter, 
who by the ſudden check of the Rope, 
had only loſt his Breath, quickly recover'd 
himſelf, and to his great ſurprize and a- 
mazement ſaw all the floor {ftrowed with 
Bags, 


C "EY" ; 
Bags, which upon ſearch , furniſhed him 
with ſtore of Friends of both Complexi- 
ons. This ſtrange and miraculous preſer- 
vation, attended with ſo great a Bleſling, 
made deep impreſſions ; /he now ſetled 
in the Country and recovered all his Eſtate, | ' 

abandoned his Riotous Companions, lived / 
a ſober life, moderate in his Pleaſures, Þ his 
Belov'd and Admir'd of all, as the moſt of 


lively and expreſs Image of Vertue and | co 
Goodnels. 


The 


a more pure and ſerene Heaven. 
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NOVEL II. 
The Careleſs Narſe, or the Comical 
Cheat. 


Citizen of London, whom providence 
had bleſſed with a fair Eſtate, and 
his teeming Wife with a young Son, the 
Hopes and Heir of the Family, gravely 
conſidering how far the ſmutty Air of the 
City might influence the tender Infant with 
more than natural dulneſs, the Truth of 
which his own experience and Mechanick 
Philoſophy obliged him to believe, refolv'd 
to diſpoſe of him in the Country, under 
| Severat 
Viſits had he made to the Neighbouring 
Villages, and almoſt Rid the Compalſs 
round before he could fix,either the ſcitu- 
ation of the place, or the Freckled Com- 
plexion of the Nurſe difpleaſed his Fancy; 
At laſt about Ten Miles off from that fam'd 
Metropolis, one point tathe Weſt, he arri- 
ved at a Farmers houſe,the place extream- 
ly liked him, nor was the good Woman 
wanting in the leaſt of thoſe excellent Qua- 
liications, he had fo long and fo induſtri- 
ouſly ſought for, They preſently agreed 
upon reaſonable Terms, and the Father at , 
his return to Londen, with his Wives aps 
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probation, ſent for the Nurſe to fetch the . 


Child. Ir happened one day the Nurſe 
going abroad upon ſome more than ordi- 
nary occaſions, left the little One to the 
care of a young Apprentice Girl, her Ser- 
vant, who not being munch acquainted 
with the trouble of Children, and having 
moremind to go to play than tend the 
peeviſh Brat which cryed for a Teat, She 
knowing no other ways to quiet it, carried 
it into the Hogſty, and there layed it to 
ſuck of the Sow with the Piggs, where ſhe 
left it very well pleaſed, and gadded a- 
broad her ſeIFro find out her Companions, 
In the Interim the Father chanced to come 
from London to ſee how his litte Son throve 
at Nurſe, and after he had put his Horſe 
into the Stable, went into the Houſe which 
he found empty, and not one of the Fa- 
mily to be ſeen. Coming back into the 
Yard, heard the cry of a Child, for the 
quarrelſome Piggs his Foſter Brothers had 
got away his Teat; the Father following 
the noiſe which led him to the Hogfty, 
there found his pretty Bantling ſucking of 
the Sow. Strangely amd*ed at this Sight, 
he took up the Child without any hurt, 
and wrapt it in his Coat,and carried it back 
to London undiſcovered by any of the 


Neighbours. TheWench thinking her Dame 
was. 
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was now upon return, made haſt Home; 
and went directly to the Sow to take up 


' the Child, but to her great ſurprize could 


neither find nor diſcover what was becoms 
of it. Not long after came Nurſe home, 
whoasking the Girl for the Child, She told - 
her,when ſhe was gone it cryed ſo toſick 
ſhe could not quiet it, till ſhe went to the 
Stye and laid it to the Sow, where ſhe 
left it and went about other Buſineſs of the 
Houſe ; and going for it ſometime after 
ſhe could not find i it, nor imagine which 
way it was gone. The Nurſe all ina fright 
at this odd account, ran preſently to ſearctr 
the Hogſtye, but could neither find the 
Child, nor one rag of the Cloaths ; ſhe 
looked over all the Houſe and Yard, bue 
all in vain ; then ſhe went and ſhly enquired 
of her Neighbours, but to no purpoſeatter 
all her endeavours ſhe could not receive 
the leaſt ſatisfaction. The poor Woman: 
half out of her Wits at this ſtrange misfor- 
tune, concluded the Sow had certainly 
eat up the Child. - In this great perplexity 
and diſtreſs, confidering what was beſt to 
be done to fave her own Reputation, and 
conceal the unhappy fate of her Nurſery 
from the Parents knowledge, She at lafb 


{reſolved to kill one of the Pigs,and dreſs ic 


uplikea dead Chikd with Flowersand ſweet 
C 3 Hearbs, 
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Hearbs ready for the Grave, and ſend for 
two or three of her old Goſlips, and tell 
'em ber Nurſe-Child dyed ſuddenly inthe 
Night, and Bury it privately; accordingly hi 
ſhe did i© the next day towards Evening,,, | 
when the. Pigg was decently inter'd in the; Ti 
Church-yard without ſuſpition of Parſon, 

or Clerk. Thus far Nurſe had ſucceeded; | © 
in her deſign, but conſcious of her own 


careleſneſs, and neglect, which was the | ** 
occaſion of this misfortune, ſhe was very h 


much troubled how to diſcover it to the: 
Father and Mother, both which Paſlionates«, ra 
ly loved the little Infant, and wouldi-be; 7? 
very much. afflicted with the dearh of it.; 
Several times ſhe had intended to acquaint] 
them withthe loſs of their Child, bur Rtilbi} 7” 
pur it: off from day to day, her own guilt, 
and the tender indulgence of the Parents: 
dererr'd her from. it.. About/.a Fortnight:;} 2® 
after, the Father ſent a Letter to Nurſe! ſh 


to come Up to. London, and bring the little! - 
Boy: with her: glad would ſhe have been 

to have excuſed her ſelf from this Jour-- wy 
ney; but ſeeing it impoſſible longer to cons : _ 
ceal it; ſhe went accordingly. The Father bh 


meeting her at the door told her, Nurſe; 
I am glad to. fee you, bur what makes. e 
you-look, ſo-melancholy. ? Why did nor} * 
Vou brag the Boy along witn yau? I ſent! 
to 
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co you on purpoſe to bring him, that 1 
may ſeehow the little Rogue does. Nurſe 
with a deep Sigh,and watry Eyes,acquaints 
him with the ſudden death of the little 
Infant,dear to her as her own Hearts Blaod. 
The Father ſeemed above meaſure con- 
cerned ar this doleful News; when inviting 
her into the Houle, ſhe gave a ſecond Re- 
lation of this Tragical Story to che Mother, 
who excellently counterfeited a Paſſion 
ſuitable to ſo great a Misfortune. Admi- 
rably had thoſe three acted over their for- 
rowtul parts under ditterent diſguiſes. When 
the Father called for S{#z to come down 
and fetch a Tankard of Ale for Nurſe, 
in ſhe came with a young Child m her 
Arms, which Nurſe carefully obſerving, 
knew it to be the ſame ſhe had but now re- 
ported dead and Buried.The preſent ſhame, 
ſhe was under for ſo notorious a Lye, with 
the tranſports of a ſudden Joy to ſee the 
Child ſafe and well, wholy confounded her; 
nor had ſhe one thought left her to faſhion 
the leaſt excuſe. After ſhe had a little re- 
covered her ſelf, ſhe freely confeſled, that 
imagining the Child really eaten up by 
the Sow, ſhe had killed and buried one 
of the Pigs in the room of it, well know- 
ing that ſo unhappy a Circumſtance would 
for ever have blaſted her own Credit, and 


C 3 doubled 
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doubled the forow and afflition of the 
diſconſolate Parents. It was further obſer- 
ved of the Boy,when grown up, he would 
never eat of Gammon of Bacon, nor any 
Hogs-Fleſh ; which the Naturaliſts gave 
this reaſon for, that the Sows Milk had 
curdled upon his Stomach which occaſion- 
ed this antipathy ; though he ever retain'd 
a ſmack of his Nurſe, and Pigſtye Rela» 
tions, in his Booriſh manners and Convyer- 
fation. 
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NOVEL. IV. 


The Labyrinth, or Fortunate Thief. 


N the ſecond year that Sejgnior Corvino 
was Grand Duke of Venice, there hap- 
pened the moſt Terrible Storm that ever 
was ſeen, the prodigious flaſhes of Light- 
ning and Cracks of Thunder ftruck all with 
horrour and amazement. Amongſt other 
famous ' Buildings which ſuffered in this 
violent Tempeſt, the great Church of St. 
Mark loft the Spire, which for its towring 
height and excellent Strufture was the Or- 
nament of the City. The Duke and Se- 
nate Conſulting to have it rebuilt with a 
Magnificence anſwerable to its former 
State,and Auguſtneſs of che whole Church, 
Summon'd the beſt Artificers of all Taly, 
and by the promiſe of great rewards, In- 
vited many forreign Artiſts to Venice. A- 
moneſt others, who appeared there upon 
ſo conſiderable encouragements, Mulan- 
to was one, a Stone-Cutter by Trade, and 
a Hlorentine by Birth, a perſon, not only 
well gkilled in whatever Related to 
his own Profeſſion, but a man of acute: 
parts, a ſubdoltous deſigning Head, of a. 
temper naturally profuſe, which hated 
all Thrift and good Husbandry ; this con- 
ſtantly kept him Poor; nor would he ever 
C 4 enduee 
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endure a thought of Buſineſs, but when 
no cunning plot and contrivance could re- 
lieve his abſolute diſtreſs- The Duke 
and Senate had now received the ſeveral 
draughts and models which each perſon 
had preſented to them, Mulanto's was beſt 
approved of; and accordingly ordered 
next day to attend the Duke to give him 
further ſatisfaCtion in ſeveral particulars 
he defired to be informed of; the reſt were 
diſmiſſed, each perſon receiving a fair gra- 
tuity for his Pains and Travail. Mulanto, 
who had now ſetled himſelf at Venice, ſent 
for his Wife, and Son Cerio, who was bred 
up in his Fathers Imployment, a Youth 
of a bold undaunted Spirit, a Florentine 
Wity and a Body of elegant Compoſure 
inall its parts. Mulento, ſooner than was 
Expected, had fimfhed his Work to the 
great content of the Duke and Senate, 
and admiration of all that ſaw it. The 
Dake ſent for him and gave him a re- 
ward above his Contra&t, and told him, 
he defign'd further buſineſs for him. The 
Republick of Yenice was now grown 
very Rich, andevery Street adorr'd with 
magnificent Buildings, thatnothing ſeem'd 
wanting to compleat the glory of the Ci- 
ty, unleſs it was that of a publick 
Treaſure-Houle, the old one being much 
decay d, 
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dacay'd, and the form gothick and irregu= 
lar. The Duke commanded Mzalanto to 
give him a Mode), and employ his ut- 
moſt Skill and Induſtry in it, to outvye 
the faireſt Fabricks, that Iraly or tne 
World could ſhow. This Mulanto did, 
and the Duke approvd. In order to the 
raiſing this noble Pile, Mulazio received 
ſeveral conſiderable ſums from the Duke 
and Senate, which he, as Architect, dif> 
pos'd of to the Inferior Maſters and Work= 
men; by which ſeveral of: them advan- 
ced their Fortunes,and liv'd happily ,whil'ſt 
he with a generous Extravagance ſpent 
all, as if -he could never want till the 
whole Treaſury was exhauſted. In two 
years time Mulanto had compleated his 
work, to the intire ſatisfaction of the Duke 
and Senate, who liberally rewarded 
him, and offered | hm to continue 
and enjoy the ſame Priveledges and Im- 
munities as if he had been born Cittizen 
of Venice; upon thoſe encouragements 
Mxlanto reſolved to ſettle there, without a- 
ny thonghts of returning to his own Coun» 
try. MAMulanto, whoſe Name was now fa- 
mous through Venice and the greateſt part 
of Italy, lived at a very expenſive Rate, 
kept the beſt Company, drank the richeſt 
Wine, his Houſe was the publick rende- 
- Vous 
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vous of all his Jolly Companions ; this 
coſtly way of living in ſhort time conſu= 
med all his Wealth, and reduced him to a 
low Ebb, which to a perſon of ſo Prodigal 
and looſea humour ſoon grew intolerable: 
To refcue himſelf from theſe extreminies, 
he called to mind the Early proviſion 
he had formerly made when he built the 


Treaſure-Houſe, and one Evening taking | 


his Son Carlo with him in the dark cover of 
a Winter Night, went directly thither, 
where by the help of a Ladder made of 
Ropes, he and his Son ſcal'd the high Wall 
which ſurrounded it, and at a place which 
he had given a private mark too,took out 
an intire Stone, the thickneſs of the Wall, 
which gave him an open paſlage into the 
Treaſury. Through this hole crept Mu- 


© amo, and ſeiz'd what came firſt to his 


.. hand, which happen'd to be a large Bag 
of Checquins. Carlo and he put in the 
Stone again, which was artificially con- 
 triv'd, to fit the place fo exactly, that the 
moft curious Eye could not difcover 1t. 
Having adviſed Carlo how nearly it con- 
cerned them both to keep this adventure 
ſecret, they went home unſeen and unſu- 
fpected. Mulazto did not think it reaſona- 
ble to force himſelf to a parcimonious 
and niggerdly way of living, who could " 
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ſo cheap a Rate be Prodigal,and gratifyhis 
Sences with what pleaſures that luxurious 
City could afford : but however it might 
better ſite his prudence, to be more pri- 
vate in his Expences and wanton Frolicks, 
leſt he who knew himſelf Guilty might 
too openly expoſe his actions to the cen= 
ſures of his obſerving Neighbors. It was 
not much above a year before Mulanto's 
bag of Checquins was empty,and want and 
miſery began a freſh allaulr, which he re- 
ſolved to Encounter with a ſecond adven- 
ture; nor was he leſs ſucceſsful, for he and 
Carlo at dead of Night went to the ſame 
place and took our the Stone, whereat 
Mulanto entring. brought,oft a Gobler of 
Gold highly valuable init ſelf, but much 
more for the Excellenceof the Work and 
Rarity of the Emboſiment. This Gobler, 
ro prevent ſuſpition, he broke in pieces and 
melted down, which he ſold at ſeveral 
ſtrange places as he had occaſion for more 
Silver. The laſt piece was Sold and Spent, 
but who can fear poverty that has the 
whole Treaſure of Venice at Command ? 
It fortun'd,and unhappily for poor Mulan- 
zo, two Months before there arrived Mon- 
fieur Borronu, Reſident from the King of 
France, Whom the Duke and Senate enter- 
tained with all imaginable Splendor ; and 
that 


——— — 
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that nothing might be wanting to com- 
pleat the entertainment of ſo worthy a 
Stranger, the Duke gave command 
he ſhould be conducted to the Treaſure- 
houſe, where not only the common 
Stock of the State was Iodg'd, but all 
ſorts of Rarities to an Ineſtimable Va- 
ue. 

The Door of the Treaſury had Seven 
ſeveral Iabcks to it; ſix of the Keys were 
kept-by fix of the principal Officers of the 
Stare, and the Duke had the ſeventh ; his 
Key he. gave to one of thoſe Officers, 
whoall attended the Reſident tothe Trea- 
fury, who when he ſaw the vaſt heaps of 


Gold and Silver, the Plate , Jewels, and 


Curioſities, that place was richly furniſh'd 
with,was aſtoniſh'd at the fight;nor could 4 
common Eye believe leſs thanthat both Þ- 
dies were met together in one hoard. Whilſt 
the Reſident was viewing the ſeveral Rari- 
ries, one of the Officers miſs'd the golden 
Goblet Mulanto had ſtole; the loſe of this 
ſtrangely ſurpriz'd him, and all the reſt, 
each wondering which way poſlibly it 
could be gone, without the privacy of all 
of them. At their return, they acqaint= 
ed the Duke, that ſuch a Gobler of Gold 
was milltng, and not to be found by their 
ſtricteſt ſearch. After ſeveral conſidera- 


tions, 
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| tions, it was agreed it muſt certainly be 


ſtole, but by whom, or what means, was 


beyond all conjecture. The Duke, who ' 


was a moſt Prudent Sagacious Prince, or- 
dered that they ſhould critically examine 
every creek and corner of the Houſe, if 
poſſible they might find the Avenue, by 
which the Theif had made his entrance; 


this was done, but no place was found - 


that could give the leaſt Suſpition. The 
Duke then ordered they ſhould make a 
ſmother in_ the Houſe of ſeveral Aroma- 
ticks, of a moſt piercing quality, and walk 
round the outſide to ſee if they could dif- 


cover any Cranys where it vented it ſelf; 


this met with an anſwerable ſucceſs, for 
between the Stones where Mulanto came 


_ 


in, it found a paſlage ; which obſerving, - 


they made a Mark upon the Stone, and as 
ſoon as the ſmother was over, tryin$# the 
firmneſs of the Wall they found the Stone 
was not cemented as the reſt were, bur 
artificially fitted to it with ſuch exaCtneſs 


as_ was undiſcoverable. The Stone they ' 


eaſily took out, and to their great amaze- 


ment found a hole wide enough for a' 


Man to creep in at; having thus diſcovered 
his way, their next deſign was to lay a 
Trap for the Thief. The Duke then gave 
Orders to a perſon of unqueſtionable In- 


tegrity 


{ 301 


tegrity and honeſty, to watch in the Houſe 
from Morning to Night, and under this: 
Hole was placed a Caldron of Pitch, under: 
which every Night he made a Fire, and * 
left it boyling till his return next Morning. | 


One of theſe unhappy Nights it was, 
that Mulanto and Carlo made Choice of 


to recruit: their wants with a freſh ſapply: | 
and as afore, Mulanto having taken out the. 


Stone, on a ſiidden an unſeen Screetch-Owl, 
from her ill-boding Throat warned him of 


his approaching Deſtiny, at which Carlo 


ſtartled ; Mulanto cryed,be not afraid,what 
her Language | 1s I don't know, bur I am 
ſure ſhe will tell no'[ales. 


into the Caldron of boyling Pitch, which 
ſo ſuddenly ſuitocated him, that he could 


only ſay, Dear Carlo Cut off my Head, 


and Gorfort your Mother. trans and 
unexpetted was this diſaſter, and of dange= 


rous Conſequence to Carlo and his Widow» 


ed Mother. Aflloon as Carlo could reco- 
ver himſelf from that Confuſion of thoughe 
this diſmal accident had plunged him into, 
he conſidered the laſt words of his Dying 


Father, and how requiſite it was for him . 
to cur off. his Head ; which being above * 


the reach of the Pitch, might poſlibly be 
unconſumed, and the occaſion of his own 


Mulanto going 
in as formerly with his feet formoſt, dropt © 


and | 
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and Mothers Ruine. For this reaſon he pre- 


{Jſently reſolved to Execute his Fathers laſt 
-EWill,and accordingly took off his Head,and 
Yleft his carkaſs to the mercy of the Caldron. 
TJThe Conſideration of his Fathers misfor- 


tune and his own imminent danger, gave 
Wings to his Feet, and haſten'd him off with 
all poſſible Speed. The difficult part he 


" 'Fhadto act was yet behind, to Command 
'Fhis own, and moderate the Paſſions of a 


forlorn Widow for the loſs of an indul- 


Jgent Husband, which upon_fſo Tragical 


a Relation knew no bornds, though the 
preſervation of her own »ſweet Life urg'd 
It with the moſt powerful Arguments. The, 
next morning, the perſon who attended the 


JCaldron as conſtantly as the Sun Roſe, 


preſently diſcover'd the rat was catch'd,and 
gave notice of it tothe Duke, who haſten- 
ed'to the place to examine the Body, if 
poſſibly he might know who the Thief 
was. The Fleſh by this time was boyl'd 


off from the Bones, nor was it in the pow- - 


er of the moſt Skill d Anetomiſt to diſco- 
ver either Figure or Lineaments.The Duke 
Commanded the Caldron to be ſearched, 
and the Bones taken out,but no Scull was ' 
found, which more amazed him. It was. 
not to be thought the Thief came thi- 
ther without a Head, and which way ir 
was 
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was gone, was above their gueſs. However 
he ſent for an Artiſt and ordered him, to 
wyre the Bones together according to their 
proper places, which done,there appeared 
the Skeleton of a Man without a Head. 
This Figure was placed upon a Hurdle, and' 
ordered to be drawn through all the Streets 
of Venice, and Officers to attend it, who' 
ſhould obſerve if any perſon was more 
than ordinary Inquiſitive, or ſeemed to 
bewail the misfortune of the Deceaſed: 
For it was concluded by the whole Con« 
ſult, this perſon wasnot without his Con- 
federates, who had taken away the Head: 
the berter to conceal themſelves. Carlo's' 
Mother,who by this time had coold her vis 
olent atfeftions for her loſt Husband with” 
the apprehenſions of her own danger, ac- 
cidentally looking out of a Window ſpied 
her: Husbands Body drag'd through the 
Streets;this dreadtnl fight raiſed new-paſſi- 
ons in her Breaft, which ſhe diſcovered by 
lond Shreeks arid Exclamations. The at- 
tendants immediately approach'd the Win- 
dow, others ruſhed into the Houſe to ask 
the cauſe of ſo ſtrarge a diſorder. Carlo's 
prompt Wit furmfhd him witch a ready 
anſwer, for bzing at work witha Chiſſel 
in one hand, h2 gave himſel7 a deep'and' 
eaſhly Wound in the other, which ſtream'd' 
down 
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down with Blood. The Officers preſſing in, 
he told 'em, that his Mother frighted at lis 
ſudden miſchance, fell into theſe Agomes, 
fearing he had done himſelf a greater 
Miſchief, They ſeeing the great efuſion 
of Blood, went off fatisfyed with this 
Anſwer. | 
Mulanto was all-this time ſuppoſed to 
be at Florence, for ſo had Carlo given out 
amongſt. the Neighbours, which was the 
eaſter credited, becauſe of late days he 
uſed often to Frolick it info the Country, 
where he could enjoy his licentious Plea- 
ſures free from fear or. ſuſpition. The 
Officers had now drawn the Body through 
all the Streets of YVenzee, without being a- 
ble to give the Duke theleaſt circumſtance 
which could lead to a Diſcovery. The 
Duke then commanded a Gibbet to be ſet 
up at the Rzalro, and the Eody fixt to it; 
anda conſtant Guard to attend it Day 
and Night. The poor Widow underſtand- 
ing that her Husbands Body was thus Igno» 
minouſly us'd, told Carlo, that if he had 
not that duriful reſpect to his Fathers Me- 
mory, as rather to run the extreameſt 
hazards of his Life, than to ſee his Corps 
thus barbarouſly abuſed, ſhe had that ten- 
derneſs for him who was once her lovi 
Husband, that ſhe would rather endure 
D the 


ew C341 
the ſharpeſt Tarments, and make an open 


Confeſſion, than have his Body continue: 


thus ſhamefully Exposd. This Diſconrſe 
was very unpleaſant to Carlo, who endea- * 
voured to convince her of the-great-dan-' 
ger he nnderwent m this Adventure'; and 
for no other end, but to pleaſe her fond: 


Humour. He told her the Body was not 


ſenſible of rhe diſgrace, and reſted as qui- 


et upon the Gibbet as it could under the 
faireſt Monument ; that none fifpeCcted 
it was Malanto's Body, and fo long as they 
concealed it, the Diſcredit of the Mibbet 
reflected no more upon them than upon 
any other private Family in the whole City- 
Theſe Reaſons had no power with her, her 
own paſſionate humour prevaikd, and 
Carlo muſt either recover the Body*from 
che Gibber, and decently mnterr it, or ſhe 
would diſtloſe the whole Story. Carlo 
ſeeing the abſolute neceſſity he was under 
of, preſerving his life by vertnring upon 
ſo dargerons a deſign, reſolved upon it. 
In the cloſe of the Evening he walked 
down to the Sex-fide,; and there hired Six 
Saylors, Inſty ſtout- Fellows to go along 
that Night upon an adventure for wich 
they ſhould be well paid,they agreed to i. 
Theſe ,he dreſt up with Black Frocks and 
frightful Vizards, cachone having FOE 
4:4 ; L4 e 
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"a Tarch' ir his Hand, and movinted 4 
Horſe-back, he himſelf Equippd like 
the reſt, as Captain rid before 'em; abou . 
b- Midright they ſet out, and mov'd direct- 
1- | ly ro the Rzatro, the Guard who watch'd 
d' | theGibber were frighted ouc of their Wits 
d- | at this diſmal Apparition, nor could they 
ot ' || think*emleſs by their outward appearance 
i' | than ſo many Devils, whereupon ' they 
1e fled which way their fear led 'em. The 
ed | Guard being diſperſed, Carlo went to the 
ey || Gibber, where they took down the Body 
et || and carriedit off with '<1, which he pri- 
on | vately Buried, -and paving his Attendance 
y- | according to agreement, they parted, their 
er [| own danger obliging *?Ta to ſecrecy. In 
nd || the Morning, News was brought to the 
mM | Dake the Body was ſtolen. trom the Gib= 
he | ber; he ſent for the Watch, who upon their 
rlo | Examination told him, at Midnight there 
Jer | ſudderfly appeared ſeven Devils with great 
on | ſawcer Eyes, and Flames of Fire in their 
| it, | Hands, whereof one of them ſeem'd to be 
ed | the great Devi], and Commander of «the 
Six || reſt, theſe march'd direQly to the Gibber, 
5Nng {| took down the Body and eat it among(t 
ich | 'em; that having neither Power nor Orders 
if, | to Contend with Devils; chey conſulted 
their own fafety by a haſty Flight. "The 
Duke i ina great rage commanded 'em- all 
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to be ſeverely puniſhed, the due reward | 


of their vain fears and neglect of Duty. 
The boldneſs of this Attempt ſufficiently 
confirmed the Duke there- were more 
Partners inthe Robbery ; but how to lay 
a Plot to diſcover the Confederates, would 
admit a more ſerious Conſideration. - At 
length he reſolved it thus, He ordered 
that no Butcher, or any other perſon af- 
ter ſich a day ſhould preſume to kill or ſell 
any Veal for the ſpace of Nine Months, 
and that the Offender ſhould: be liable ta 
ſach puniſhment as Authority ſhould think 
fit to inflict for ſo'great a Contempr. The 


{trictneſs of this Edict obliged all to a due' 


obſervance. Eight. Months of the Nine 
being now paſt, the Duke ſent for- a 
Butcher, and ordered him to buy the Fatteſt 
and beſt Calf he could purchaſe for money, 
to kill, and dreſs it, and expole it to fale 
upon the publick Shambles; but withal, 
ſet a price upon each Joynt ſo intollerably 
dear, that neither the richeſt Merchant, or 
greateſt Senator, though they Covered to 
eat Veal, would gratify their Apperites at 
ſuch a prodigious Expence. The Butcher 
had private inſtructions from the Duke; 
dilligently to obſerve the perſon who 
bought any of him, Who he was, and 
where he lived, ſuppoſing thoſe perſons 
v1 would 
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would be moſt ready topleaſe their liquo- 
riſh Palates with a dainty Diſh, whoſe 
idleneſs and luxury were ſupported by 
dangerous and unlawful Courſes. The 
Widow hearing there was Veal to be 
ſold ; with _ other Neighbours went to 
Cheapen | it, but the Price was ſo exceflive, 
it was not in. the Power of her Pockets to 
Buy. Ar Night ſhe told Carlo of it, how = 
above all things in the World ſhe longed 
for Veal, which rather than not have, ſhe 
conld willingly prirchaſe with the hazard 
of her Life and Fortynes. Carlo, who 
well knew how nearly it concerned him 
not to' make one falſe -ſtep, aſſured her 
this was a Plot of the'Dnkes, that he had 
reaſon enongh to be jealous of it, however 
ſhe Imagin'd ; and with all earneſtneſs diſ> 
ſwaded her from the thoughts of ſo dan- 
gerous a Morſel.Whatever Carlo could fay 
was to no purpoſe, ſhe had much rather 
he ſhould veriture his Life than ſhe loſe 
her longing. Carlo, whoſe ſharp wit, ſel- 
dom fail'd in Extremities, fat down to con» 
ſider how he might beſt Compaſs his de- 
ſign; and ſince open force was not to be 
usd, refolved upon ſubtle -Stratagems. 
He deſired his Mother to make him againſt 
tae next Evening a fair Cake according 
to the-beſt of her Art. © This being done, 
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he prepared a large Flagon of Spic'd Wine, 
into Which he infus'd a plentiful doſe of 
Opium; he having thus baited the Hook, 
out he went in the cloſe of the Evening, 
with the Flagon and Cake under his Cloak, 
diſguiſed in the habit of a Merchants Sere 
vant. The Butcher who had care of the 
Veal, Night coming on, had removed it 
from the open Shambles to his own Shop, 
where it was Guarded by three of his Ser 
vants, and as yet not one Joynt of it Sold, 
Carlo arrived at the place as they were 
ſautrirg up the door of the Shop, and 
thus accoſts 'em, I pray ye Friends, where 
lives Sezgnior Frometto my Maſters Taylor ? 
One of 'em,anſwered he knew no ſuch Per- 
ſonnor Name.I wandred about here quoth 
Carlo, till I am tir'd to find the Cornuto out, 
and can't hear of him, he is making a Sute 
of Clothes for my Maſter, who has ſent 
him a Flagon of Wine and a Cake to be 
merry with to Night, and I think I muſt 


be forc'd to carry it back again. ' No, ans 
| ſwersone of em pertly, you had better 


Teave it here with us where it will be ſafe; 
and run home for new Directions. Yes,lays 
Carlo, like a foft-Pated Fellow, and 
thank you with all my Heart, for it 
grows very Dark, and 1 may hap tg 
Stumble and ſpoyl the Treat.  Aﬀoon 


L.. | 
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as Carlo: was gone, they lockd--up 
the Door, and fell a laughing one 
at. another ; quoth one of 'em, what a 
Cods-head of a fellow is this, to leave his 
Cake and Wine here with us? Since for- 
tune has been ſo kind to put ſo unexpect+ 
ed a bleſſing int5 our hands, by my con- 
ſent we'l ſhare the Taylors Banquet: I be, 
lieve 1ts a good ' Medecine to drive away 
Sorrow, and keep out the cold of the 
Evening. :1I: ſays another, withal my 
heart : But what ſhall we ſay, when he 
comes back? P'ſha. ſays tother, he's 
a Fool, and can't find the Shop again; if 
he does, we'l ſwear we n'ere ſaw his Face 
in our lives before, and know nothing of 
the matter. Thus ended the debate, when 
the laſt Qrator ſet Flagon zo Mouth, and 
began a Health with it. This was what 
Carlo expefted, who about two -hours 
after, returned with a pair of truſty Com- 
panions , and peeping through the Key 


-hole, and other Creviſes of the Shop, 


faw the three jolly Revellers tumbling 
upon the Floor; all their Senſes ſo faſt 
lockt up by the powerful Opiate, that 
the loudeſt Thunder could not awa- 
ken 'em. Carlo with an Ergine for the 
purpoſe, opens the Door, where he and 
his Comerades entring, they put up every 
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Limb and Joynt of the Veal into a large - 


Sack, ſhut the Door faſt after them, and 
went off undiſcover'd, The next morn» 
ing, News was brought to the Duke, that 
the whole Veal was ſtole ;' it may eaſily 
beimagin'd what a violent ſtorm this rais'd 
in his Breaſt, to ſee himſelf outdone, or 
countermin'd in all his Contrivances.” © An 
Officer was preſently diſpatch'd to ſeize 
the Butcher and his Servants, whom the 
D:ike with 'an eye full of fury. and re- 
venge, threatens with the moſt cruel Tor- 
ments, if they did not give him a juſt and 
rrue Account of the whole Aﬀeair. The 
Butcher moſt humbly beg'd his Exelen- 


tiſſimo would pleafe to Examine*his Ser= 


vants, whom he had entruſted to watch 
the Meat all night; rhat for his part, he was 
not able ro give him the leaſt ſatisfaftion 
4n any point. Whereupon the Duke ask'd 
"one of 'em, what he could-fay for him- 
ſelf? who told him, that in the dusk of the 
Evening,a Stranger came by with a Flagon 
of Wine and a Cake, and ask'd where a 
certain Taylor liv'd? they knew no ſuch 
perſon thereabout. He complaird he was 
weary, and deſir'd to leave the Flagon of 
Wine-and Cake at the Shop, till he went 
back for better DireCtions; when he was 


gone, by agreement we eat up the Cake, 
and : 
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| and drank off the Wine, and were pre- 


ſently charmed into a dead ſleep ; and in 
the Morning when we awak'd, we found 
the Door faſt, bur all the Veal Conjur'd 
away. The ſillineſs of © this Relation 
forc'd a ſmile. from the Duke in the hear 
of his Paſſion, zvho preſently concluded 
the Cake and Wine 'were. the deſign'd 
Baits with which this Artiſt angled for his 
Gudgeons. The next day the Duke gave 
private command to one of his Servants 
to call rogether Three hundred Beggars, 
to whom he gave a very charitable Lar- 
geſs, and order'd them to diſperſe through 
all the Ciry according -to their ſeveral - 
walks, and to that perſon who broughe 
him any piece of - rhe Veal, either Raw, 
Roſted, BuyI'd, or Bak'd, he promisd a 
conſiderable reward ; each perfons name 
was inrolI'd, and every N:ght they met 
and were call'd over. The Widow, who 
had now Veal enough to glut her wanton 
apperite, . made no ſpare; each common 
Meal was a Feaſt more delicate than the 
greateſt Senators Table was furniſh'd with. 
One of theſe Beggars being at the Door 
about Dinner time, ſmelt hot Meat ; this 
embolden'd him to a ſtep or two further 
than the modeſty of a Beggar could ad- 
mit him, where he ſaw a large Shonlder 

of 


[42 ] | 
of Veal Roaſting at the Fire, who pres 
ſently with his maving Rhetorick , , and 
melancholly tone , diſcover'd his. great | all } 
wants, Old, longSick, and almoſt Starv'd | difap 
for want of Bread. - The Charitable Wide & for a 
dow, more compaſſtonatz than prudent; | there 
gave him a large piece of Bread, and a Þ Gen 
cur from the Spit, Which he receiv'd with | eve 
Ten, thoufand prayers and thanks to her UÞ day, 
bountiful hand. As the Beggar was going # men 
forth,Cariv met him at the Door, and ſees | livel 
wg a piece of Veal in his Hand, ask'd him | the 
what he had got there? I thank my good | and 
Miſtreſs, fays he, (he has given mea mores Þ to t 
fel of Mear, Heavens Bleſſing be with her. # and 
Alas! fays Carlo, that's a morſel indeed, # and 
ſhe's very ſparing of her kindneſs, come  whi 
mand Ile give thee a Belly-full ppor man; Cor 
the Beggar following, Carlo decayed him | the 
mto a private Room, and there knock'd | wit 
him o'th' Head, and threw his Bady down | folk 
mto a Vault. At Night, as was uſual, | a n 
the Beggars Roll was call'd over, and one ſick 
of 'em milled ; all poſſible inquiry was | erc 
made after him, but no-body could tell | rea 
what was become of him. The Dake | en 
was told of it, who was paſſionately con» | Mi 
cernd tor the loſs of the poor Man; for 


me 
ne immediately guelled the truth, That Dr 
be was moſt certainly Murder'd to pre» th: 


vent. 
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yent a diſcovery. Thoughthis defeat had 
highly incenſed him, and the more, to ſee 
all his politick Ambuſcades meet with a 
diſappointment, he had yet one projet 
for a reſerve which he hoped ſucceſs from; 
there were ſeveral extravagant frolickſom 
Gentlemen whom the Duke had a jealous 
eve over; for there ſakes, upon a Feſtival 
day, he made a very ſplendid entertain» 
ment, and invited Three hundred of the 
livelieſt Sparks. Venice afforded ; amongſt 
the reit Carlo was one, whole gay humour 
and pleaſant converſe recommended him 
to the Company of thoſe above his Rank 
and Quality : The Dinner was .Princely 
and Noble, both for coſtlineſs and variety; 
which being ended; the Gentlemen were 
Conducted into the -Garden , where 
there was a ſtately Pleaſure-Houſe, builr 
with great art and curioſity for that days 
ſolemnity. Here were they Treated with 
a moſt ſumptuous. Banquer, choice Mu- 
ſick, and the richeſt Wines. Night now 
growing on a-pace, and the Gentlemen 
ready to take their leave, the- Duke told 
'em no; he had devorcd that Night to 
Mirth and Pleaſure, and could by no 
means part with ſo good Company. The 
Duke, whoſe State would not permit him 
that familiarity with his Gueſts as would 

anſwer 


- anſwer his deſign, withdrew to his - 
ber, and Order'd ſome of his ef ah 
ticular Confidents to attend" them , and 
ſuffer nothing to be wanting that might 
encourage their ſprightly humour to a free 
and open Converſe. Theſe, by repeated 
Healths, by new'and furprizing Frolicks 
which out-did' a Carnival, endeavour to 
open the Cafement of their Breaſt, and 
peep into their moſt ſecret and retird 


own danger, carefully watch'd all hi 
Words and Actions, hot no 8. = 
peared more profuſely jocund and face- 
nous than, himfeIT. It was now grown 
very late, and the Night half ſpent, when 
Repote was the moſt welcome enter- 
tamment- they were capable of, whereup- 
en they were all-brought into a long Gal- 
lery richly furniſh'd with a Hundred and 
one and fifty Beds, where theſe Gentle- 
men were lodgd two ard two together 
and in the middle was placed a Bed of 
State, which was yet empty. Afloon as 
the Gentlemen were all in Bed, came in 
Six Ladies of Honour attending upon 
Pamphitia in her Night-Gown, the Dukes 
only Danghter, a Lady young and in- 
comparably handfom ! In the Bed of State 
was Pamphilia Lodg'd alot, and the o- 
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Thonghts. But Carlo , conſcious of his. 
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ther Ladies withdrew to their own Apart- 
ments. This was a Circumſtance ſtrange- 
ly ſurprizing to all the Company, nor was 
it poſſible for 'em to dive into the mean- 
ing of it; however their own fafety o- 
bliged *em not to attempt any thing upon 
the Ladies Honour, which no doubt had 
an - inviſible guard. Carlo, who alone 
could ſolve this Riddle, was under great 
perplexity and diſtreſs what to do: The 
enjoyment of ſo Beauteous a Lady 
charm'd his Sences; but every ſtep he 
made was unſafe, and either led him int@ 
a preſent hazard, or future diſcovery. 
The Temptation ar lait prevaild, and he, 
who like. a true Iralian, knew no ſm, 10 
fear'd no danger helmy the Navel. Sleep 
had now ſeal'd up all their eyes, and the 
darkneſs of the Night ſeem'd propitious to 
him, when Carlo leaving his Companion 
loudly Snoring, ſoftly advanc'd to Pam- 
philia's Bed, where eaſie ſurrender requir'd 
no. Articles but what Love and Pleaſure 
freely agreed to. The Embraces of fa 
fair a Lady banqueted his Sences with a 
more compleat ſatisfaction than all the 
Regalio's of the Dukes Trear. When 
mutual Careſles had made a Truce by 
conſent, Carlo taking leave with a Kits, 
felt ſomething cold' upon his Forehead, 
this 


this he ſaſpefted was a Mark by which the. 


Lady defign'd tro know her Bedfellow; 
and the Duke the bold Enamorads. Feel- 
ing abour, he at laſt found a Sawcer uport 
2 Stool by the Bed-fide, in which was 2 
Rag dipt in Indigo, which he private! 

took along with him, and went to his 
own Bed to conſider what was now to be 
done. After ſome time he got up, and 
with a filent pace walk'd round to every 
Bed, and dotted every one upon the Fore« 
head with one, two or three dots, as beſt 
Þleas'd his fancy; which done, he return'd 
to the Ladies Bed, and ſet down the Saw= 


cer where he found it, withour the leaft 


miſtruſt. © Car/o, who by.:this Ceſfation 
had gain'd a recruit, challenges the yield- 
mg Nymph to a freſh Engagement, whoſe 
plentitu] ſupplies forc'd him ar laſt to quie 
the Field, only leaving a Kiſs in hoſtage. 
As he was going oft he felt a ſecond dot; 
which confirm'd htm this was the Charact» 
er to diftmgnifh him from the reſt of his 
Company. Early in the Morning the La- 
dies came in to ſalute the young Princeſs; 
and hear what adventures ſhe had met 
withal; Pray, ſays fhe, teli 1he Duke my 


Kaber, A Gentleman came twice to Bed to 
we, whom I mark d each time with a dot on © 


Fs Forehead , acecraing to _ ths Direct ons, 


The | 


The. Duke'was extreamly pleagd at this 

I Diſcovery, and went immediarely into the ' 
Gallery and bid Good-morrow to his drow- 
port || ſy Gueſts who were yet all in Bed The 
Ss 2 | Gentlemen hearing the Dukes Voice, 
ely | threw open their Curtains, and with a © 
his FI ſuitable reſpect return'd his Complement; 4 
3 be | where to his great amazement, he ſaw ; 
and | every one of 'em mark'd upon the Fare- 
ery || head, with one, two or three dots. The 
wes | Gentlemen were all aſham'd to ſee them- 
beſt || ſelves thus ſpotted, without knowing the 
n'd | Reaſon, or remembring any Frolick, 
1w- | which was the occafion of it. Aſſoon as 
aft } the Gentlemeny were ready, they all came 
ion | down into the great Hall to wait upon 
1d- F the Duke, who thus receiv'd 'em, Gen- 
oſs | tlemen, T bave long endeavourd a Diſco= 
mit | wery, but all in vain ; all the Trains I have 
oe. f laid bave been fir d by the Enemy, and the 
lor; | Smoak blown upon my own hace : The 
Ct» | Senſe of this I am confidens to moſt of you *"þ 
his | is dark and unintelligible ; that 1t is not ſo is. 4 
La- || 70 all of you Iam as well aſſurd: And 1 0" 
eſs. | do here F or i and promiſe before you all, 

net || if that perſon will wow freely and gene- 

my | ronſly confeſs, I will both pardon him 

| ro | whatever be bas offended, and this day 
Eſpouſe him to my Daughter Pamphilia ; 

and compleat the Nuptials in the preſence 

of this worthy Company. Carls 
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* Carlo \ſtept forth, and'upon his Knees” 
beg'd the Dukes Pardon, and the favour” 
he might give his Relation in private ,/ 
which the Duke accepted : He was that 
day ſolemnly Married to Pamphilia, with' 
whom he had a. vaſt Treaſure; and was 
afrerwards, for his. eminent parts, and 
prudent ConduCt in State affairs, Elected 
Duke of Venice: 


#7) _ 
NOVEL V. 
The Miſtake : or the Intrigue at a 


VENtATE. 


&'* Engliſh Gentleman, who had made 
the Tour of France, and was now 
arriv'd at Venice, miſſing a Bill of Exchange 
he expected, was under great diſtreſs, his 
Letters Recommendatory by ſome un- 
happy accident were Joſt, and the preſent 
ſtock of his Pockets was fo ſlender a Trea- 
ſure, it would be ſoon Exhauſted. Con- 
ſidering how to prevent future Incon- 
veniences, Which would grow ſevere upon 
— JF. him in a ſtrange place, he endeavoured 
ro acquaint himſelf with ſome Engliſh Mer- 
chants, or other Gentlemen of his own 
Country, from whoſe friendſhip he hoped 
for a Credit and ſupply, till his own Re- 
turns could anſwer his preſſing Occaſions. 
Being late abroad one Night with ſome of 
his Country men,and unacquainted with rhe 
The | Streets which were then ark and empty, 
he ſaw a light in the next Houſe, where 
he knocking at the door, to ask directions 
for the way to his Lodging, an old Nurſe 
came down with the Candle in her Hand, 
*-i Which 


= ' 
- + 


which of a ſidden ſhe put out; and then 


open'd : Seignior ſays ſhe, I am glad you 
are come, my Miſtreſs wonders you ſtay 
ſo long, ſhe has expeCted you in Bedtheſz 
two long hours by the Clock; Nay, what 
do you ſtand for, the Neighbors will take 
notice ; my Maſter you know is out of 
Town,and will not be back theſe two days. 
The Gentleman was. ſurprizd with this 
diſcourle,and the old Woman had run it all 
in a Breath, that he could not Interpoſe 
a Word, nor ask the queſtion he deſign'd. 
He had no leiſure to conſider what might 
be the conſequence of this Adventure 
which Fortune had ſo odly thrown upon 
him, but in he went, and left the Ifſne of 
- It to the care of his betrer Gemins : The 
Woman made faſt the door and went up 

tairs, he following her into a Chamber, 
Seignior, ſays She, you know the way to 
Bed I hope without any Complemental 
Attendance, He groped. about the Room, 


and at laſt he found the Bed; Ay my Dear,, 


ſays a- Voice from between the Sheets, 
Pray make haſt, you never keep your 
promiſe : He excuſed himſelf in a low and 
humble tone which might give no diſcove» 
ry of the Miſtake of his Perſon. Having 


undreſſed himſelf, in Bed he found a Crea-. 


tire whoſe Szx pleaſed him, which was 


all 


whicl 
quins, 
divert 
to,kn 
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ail he could know of her ; The apprehen- 


ſion of the double danger he was in, obli- 
ged him to keep a watchful Eye, nor durſt 
he when ſurfeired with the Pleaſures of ſo 
Amorotis a Bedfellow,compoſe himſelf to 
Reſt, till a freſh recruit of Spirits had gi- 
ven him new Courage for a fecond En- 
counter- Repeated Amours in mutual 
Careſles had now worn out the Night, and 
the Morning Dawn began to peep in at 
the Window, when the bold Gallant fear- 
ing his Miſtreſs might grow ſenſible of her 
Error, flip'd ont of Bed and dreſſed, When 
he was ready, taking leave with a Kits, 
ſhe put her hand behind the Bolſer, and 
gave him a Purſe, which the weight of it 
aſur'd him was valuable. Going down, the 
Old Woman waited upon him to the door, 
which ſhe ſhut after him, without taking 
any further notice of his perſon. Before 
he quitted the place, he made ſome Re- 
marques how to know the Houſe again, 
and from the next he met, enquired the 
name of the Street. He had now leaſiire 
and hght enough to examine the Purſe, 
which preſented him with a Hundred Chec- 
guins, a bountiful reward for one Nights 
diverſion. The next day he was Curious 
to,know his Bedfellow, who had -been in 
all Circumſtances ſo obliging to him; he 
E 2 preſently 
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Preſently found out the Street, and the 
Houſe, where appeared a Mercers Shop 
richly furniſhed : in he went, and ask'd 
for Silks proper for a Morning-Gown ; as 
he was pleaſing his fancy, amongſt the 
varieties which were offter'd him, a Gen» 
tlewoman came in, young and handſom, 
by whoſe carriage and deportment he 
ſuppos'd might be the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe : Having agreed for the Price, he 
drew out the fame Purſe, which ſhe 'ob- 
ſerved with a wiſhful eye; as he was tell- 
ing out his Money to pay for it, ſhe ſtepr 
up to him, and with a Courtly meen in- 


vited him into the Parlour, where he was 


treated with a Flask of Hlorence,and what 
other Viands her plentiful ſtore afforded, 
'to expreſs a more ſingular reſpect and 
kindneſs: Amongſt other Diſcourſes, ſhe 
ſzeem'd particularly concern'd to know 
from whence he had that fine Purſe, 
which was curiouſly wrought and Spang- 
led, and no doubt the preſent of ſome 
fair Lady, or more generous Miſtreſs. 
Madem , ſays the Gentleman, with a 
graceful 'Smile, I ſhould- think my ſelf 
extreamly happy, was It in my power to 
anſwer any of your Commands with the 
leaſt fatisfaCtion to your ſelf; bur this is a 


focret of that great importance , that in. 


Honour ' 


C331 


Honour I ought not to reveal it, nor 
indeed can I, for I neither. know, nor ever 
ſaw the Lady I am ſo deeply obliged to, 

and from whoſe bountiful hand I received 
i She {till prefling with nicer queſtions, 
Ie recounted to. her the whole ſcene of 
his lacky Fortune and amorous Intriegue 
in his laſt Nights adventure ; at which ſhe 
bluſh'd, and told him, I am very well af- 

ſur'd', . Seignior, .you are A Gentleman, 

whoſe Gallantry ſcorns toexpole the de- 
fects. of our weaker, Sex:. And was I as 
confident that the ſight of her perſon with 
whom you had thoſe pleaſant Revels, 
would not abate her eſteem in your pre- 
ſent opinion of her perfections, I could in 
that Glaſs, without Magick Art, ſhow 
you her Face. The Gentlewoman had 
naw made as free and open an acknow- 
ledgement as her modeſty would allow, 

which he with all the Tranſports of a pre- 
ſent ſatisfaCftion recew'd, and ſeal'd the 
Secrecy with a Kiſs, and the moſt Sacred 
Proteſtations a Cavalier can give. She 
told him, that a young Gentleman, who 
had made his Courtſhip to her, and only 
waited for the happy hour to compleat 
his Amours, was that Night expected, 

whom till now ſhe thought had been that 
Enamorado who lay all Night Enchaced 
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in her Arms. This fix'd an intimate fami- 
liarity and Acquaintance between 'em, 
during the Gentleman's ſtay at Venice; 
which prov'd a Friendſhip of that ad- 
vantage to him, that he never after fear'd 
the loſs of a Bill of Exchange, who had 
ſo liberal a Burſe at Command. When he 


took his leave, ſhe followed him into the 


Shop, and told her Servant, this Gentle- 
man has pay d me for his Silk, and pray 
ſend it according to his DireCtions ; and I 
hope, Szr, as you like this, we ſhall have 
more of your Cuſtome ; for I dare pro- 


miſe you the beſt Commodity at the moſt . 


reaſonable Rate. 
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NOVEL VI. 
The Midnights Ramble. 


HE Count de Montalto ſent, Mon- 

ſieur De Jardin, one of his Gentle- 
men to Naples, with Five hundred P/ols to 
buy Horſes ; being. arriv'd there, as he 
was ſtanding the next Evening in che Gate 
of the Inn, playing with his Parſe of Gold 
our of one hand into the other, he: was 


Þ obſerv'd by a young Courtezan who want- 


ed neither Wit nor Beauty. The next 

Morning ſhe ſent one of her Spies pri- 
vately to inquire who ſuch a Gentleman 
was! his Buſineſs? and . what other Cir- 
cumſtances related to him, or could ad- 
vantage her deſign. Being inform'd of 
particulars whereon to found her Plor, 

the diſpatch'd away one of her Emiſfaries, 

a cunning Gipſey, to acquaint him, that a 
Lady of Quality, and a Relation of his, 
intreated the favour of a Viſit from him ; 
the crafty Decoy hover'd at a diſtance rill 
De Fardin came out, who, as his cuſt. me 
was, ſtandipg at the Gate alone, ſhe, with 


| 1a Modeſty as counterfeit as her Innocence, 
2 a*k'd him if Monſieur De Fordin was with- 
"| in? Yes, Belle Damoiſelle , ſays he, my 


E 4 name 
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name is ſo. Seigmor, ſays ſhe, my Lady 
commands me to let you know ſhe hag 
the Honour to be Related to you; and if 
it 1s not too great .a condeſcention, ſhe 
begs you would ſpare half an hour from 
your more important affairs, and beſtow 
it upon her. De fardin was not much 
ſurprized ar ſo obliging an invitation ; for 
though he knew of none of his Relations, 
who either wore the Title of Lady, or 
ivd in Naples, yet preſiiming upon the 
comlineſs of his perfon, and raking m 
imagin'd it was ſome Lady of Quali 
who - was enamour'd of him, and with 
this pretence, courted an opportunity ta 
diſcover her Paſſion : Madam, ſays he, F 
could wiſh my ſelf warthy of ſo great a 
Bleffing as I now receive ; and ſince a 
ready ſubmiſſion to your Ladies Com- 
mands 1s the beſt proof 1 can give of my 
Zeal and Aﬀection to her Service, I will 
this very minute pay my devation to her, 
De fardin, without going into his Lodg- 
ing-went directly along with her, who! 
led him through ſeveral croſs Streets, and 
by-ways, till they came to the Houſe, 
which in the Front appear'd fair and\re- 
putable; at the Door a perſon attended, 
who conducted De Fardin into 2 Room 
richly furniſh'd both tor pleaſure and ſtare. 
| | Allocn © 


EL 9-1 
Aſſoon as the Lady was acquainted that 
Monſieur De Jardin was below, ſhe de- 
ſcended with a Grace portly and majeſt- 
ick, which, leaſt it fhonld ſtrike too great 
an awe and diſtance upon ber tender Kinſ- 
man, ſhe ſweetned with an afteCtionate 
familiarity and reſpet. The wily Cour- 
tezan wove her Net ſo fine, his dull-Eye 
could not diſcover the leaſt Thread; the 
diſplay'd his Pedigree with ſo much arti- | 
fice, that his obſcure name was now de- 
riv'd from one of the moſt Noble Houſes 
of all 7aly, of which ſhe hadthe Honour 
to be no inconſiderable Branch ; all which 
his Pride and Folly eafily credited. Vari- 
ety of Diſcourſe, with mutual Congratu- 
lations for ſo happy an enterview, had 
now ſpent a good part of the Evening, 
when the Lady was whiſper'd in the Ear 
that Supper. was ready, which ſhe order'd 
to be brought in ; which, though it want= 
ed neither in Coſt nor-Art, ſhe thonghe 
her ſelf obliged to excuſe, as too mean 
and ſlender an Entertainment for ſo wor- 
thy a Gueſt. Supper being done, De 
Fardin configering it grew late, and-he 
was a ſtranger to the Streets, was ready 
with a large Harargue of Thanks, to take 
leave of his Honourable Kinſwoman ; 
who preventing his Complement, told 

K's, him, 
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him, She was very ſorry the rudeneſs of 
her Education did not give her leave to 
expreſs the ſincerity of her affeftions with 
a better Grace to ſo critical a Courtier ; 
but ſhe: hoped the Tranſports of Joy for 
this days good Fortune, would Apologize 
for any indecorum ſhe was guilty of: De 


Fardin replyed with an humble Cringe; 


when taking him by the hand, nay,Couſin 
ſays ſhe, though I am well aſſured your 
Reception has been too ordinary for your” 
Merit, yet I muſt flatter my ſelf fo far, 
that my houſe can afford you equal ac- 


comodations with your Inn ; and if you 


rob me of your;Company to Night, you 
have not that eſteem for mel am ſo ambi- 
tious of, De Fardin,whoſe better Genius 
was then out of the way, accepted of it. 
The Lady call'd for a Flask of Florence, 
and recommended the Glaſs to him, titled 
with ſome Magnitico's Health, all within 
the circle of their own Relations, It now 
grew Bedtime, and De Fardi® was at- 
ended to his apartment by the Lady and 
two of her Servants, . who after a ſolemn 
Good-night withdrew to her ohe. De Far- 
din being undreſsd, as he was ſtepping in- 
to Bed, the Wine began to rumble in his 
Guts, which was Phyſically prepared for 
chat purpoſe ; asking one of the Servants 
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for a convenient Eaſement, he was dire- 
ed in to a little Room adjoyning: his bu- 
fineſs required haſt. Boldly ſteppirg in, 
a Board, which lay defignedly looſe, gave 
way, and down he dropt to the bottom, 
which had certainly bruisd him into the 
ſame Jelly, had not the ſoftneſs 'of the 
Carpet prevented the danger of the fall. 
Aſloon as he had recovered himſelf from 
the fright (for hurethe had none, but what 
was above Stairs) he cryed out for help, 
but no body anſwered, though he heard 
his Kinſwomans voice very - merry and 
loud; they were too buſy in ranſaking his 
Pockets, where they found the prizethey 


'E wanted , with bulk unbroken. - In this 


great diſtreſs he-at laſt. diſcovered a Wall 
which parted it from the Street, this he 
endeavoured to ſcale, but with often ſlips 
mir'd himſelf over Head and:Ears. Bur 
Good Fortune had not quite forſaken him, 
at laſt he conquer'd it, and found himſelf 
in the middle of the Street. By the light - 
of the Moon he gueſled at the Houſe, 
and with the Clapper rung fo loud a Peal 
upon the Door,that he awak'd the whole 
Neighborhood. When a Grim Fellow 0- 
pen'd the Window, and ask'd, What 
Drunken Royſter gave that unmannerly 


Jalarm? I am, Sir, ſays he, the Ladies 


Couli. 
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Couſin, Sirrah, ſays he, you are an n 8 
pudent Lyer; I know no ſuch perſon: be 
ne in time, or youll too late reper 
this Sawcy Afﬀeont. At this, De Far 
heard the Watch a coming, which forc 
him to break off the Dialogue and ſecurt}”. 
himſelf: As he was looking for a ſhelter}; 
he ſpied an open Bulk, where (in the ſ tm int 
time) 2 Cobler and a Herbwoman' keptÞ:.. the 
their Shop : Creeping in as far as he coult had W2 
ro conceal . himſelf whilſt the Watch wal} +. Ro! 
gone by, Three Fellows, who that Night 
deſign'd to:rob a Cardinals Toitib; who was 
lately Buried in: the great Churcti, had x 
here hid- their Tools, and' now carne jf 
'em. De Fardin, hearing men talk, lay 
cloſe; when one of 'ert' groping for the 
Inftruments, and 'often corhplaining of a 
horrible ſtink; ar laſt catch'd De OS rdaf 
by the Leg; the Fright was equal on both' 
ſides, but the Fellow had the Courage ts; | 
pull him out, and examine what ſort of: left tl 
creature lav dormant there. De Fardin | ,4 x 
had noreaſon to beaſham'd of his Clothes; 


his Shirt was the worſt, which was fo of- _ 
fenfive, they forc'd him” to denude ; and haps 
confi dering he might be of' yſe to 'em toth 


1i- their preſent deſign, and had poſſibly 
overheard ſome of their diſcourſe, they” 
obliged* him to- go along - with them.” 
Not+» | 


[ 6x ] 
»Motwithſtanding he was now as naked as 
- +.2&ver he was born, yer the filth was thick 
" <cruſted upon his Skin, and the ſmell fo 
* z84oiſome they could not endure it. For 
oats, one of them thought of a preſent 
wremedy : Hard by there was a deep Pond 
tha with a long Sweep and a Bucket at end of 
Fav it, hither brought they De Fardin, and put 
oh Shim into the Bucket, and let him down 
xiaginto the Pond, and bid him, aſloon as he 
—yI had waſhed himſelf clean, he ſhould pull 
the Rope, and they would draw him up. 
val Whillt they ſtayed for De Fardm, the 
1240 Watch came, it being very hot, to refreſh 
<0 theraſelves with ſome Water, the only E- 
ay ment that conld be had at that hour ; 
| his Companions were forced to run for, 
| and the Watch had now laid down their 
| Cloaks and Halberts: and drew up the 
Bucker. De Fardin with a ſudden ſpring. 
6] 1ept a ſhoar, which ſtruck ſuch a Panick 
{| fear upon. 'em, that they fled to rights,and 
| left the Pillage of the Field, their Cloaks 
; | and Halberts, to De Fardin and his Come- 
3 | rad:s. Having now cloſed Company a» 
ql ain, they went direCtly to the Church ,and. 
Cf at a Window eaſily got in; when coming. 
to the Cardinals Tomb, they raiſed up the 
heavy Marble and began a diſpute who 
ſhould goin; one ſaid he would not; 
- and 


] 
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and another fxid he would not. Norl 
ſays De ardin. No,{ays one of *em? wont 
you: bur you ſhall, whar did we bring 
you here for elſe ? by conſent they forcd 
De 7ardin to go in, who reach'd 'em out 
his Mitre, his Croſier, and pull'd off his 
Gold Fringe Gloves richly Emibroydered; 
he had heard em talk much of a Diamond 
Ring of great value, this he flipt off and 
put upon his own Finger, to ſecure ſome» 
thing for fear of the. worſt ; they ſtill bid 
him look for the Ring, he told 'em he 


could find none, they muſt come in and; 
look themſelves; Iam ſure, ſays one, 'twas' 
ſaid he had a very rich Ring, feel upon 
tother hand; as they were thus arguing 
the Cafe, they heard a ſudden noiſe in the” 
Church, which they ſuſpe&ted might be 
ſome of the Officers; this frighed 'em ſo, 


that away they ran and let the Stone fall 
down, and Ictt poor De Fardin intomb'd 
with the dead Cardinal. This was a miſ- 
fortune a Thoufand times worſe than any 
had yer befallen him; it was no t poſli- 


ble for him to raiſe up the Stone, and if- 


he made a noiſe fo diſcover” himſelf, he 


ſhould certainly be Executed for Sacritedge, ' 


and Robbing the dead ; or elſe Ive there 
and Starve, or be poyſon'd with the ſtench 
of the Corrupting B-dy. 


. 


It forrun'd that _ 
_ the 


3 
the noiſe ; which frighted his Companions 
was from fome perſons then breaking 
into the Church upon the ſame defign : 

when they came to the Tomb,they raifed 
up the Marble, and ſtrongly underprop'd 
it, and put the ſame queſtion which was 
before ; each perſon was unwilling to 
go in. What, faies a bold Fellow, are 
you afraid the dead Cardinal ſhould 
bite you ? Ile goin. As he was letting 
himſelf down, - De Fardin catch'd faſt hold, 
of his Legs; the Fellow frighted out of 
his Wits cryed out, Help, Help, the Cardi- 
nal has catched me by the Legs; and ſtrug-.- 
ling got out and followed his Companions, 
who every ſtep he made, expected the Car- 
dinal ſhould catch him by the Pole. This 
gave De Fardin an opportunity, who im- 
mediately quitted the Church the ſame 
way he came in,and with one of the Watch- 
mens Cloaks walk'd about till Morning. 
When it was light he enquired out his Inn, 
where he borrowed ſome Cloaths,and gave 
'tm a Relation of his misfortune, bur not a 
word of the Ring. That Evening he left 
Naples,and ſet forward for France without 
the purchaſe of a Horſes Tail; and though 
he had loſt his Money and Clothes, he had 
aRing whole value ballanc'd the account. 


NOVEL 
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NOVEL VI. 


The Ladies Courtſhip, or the Bloudy 
Reception. | 


; Gentleman of Quality,who by hisge* 


nerous aflitance had reſcned a 
ench-man from the powerful aſſault of 
Baylifts, and afterwards obliged with ſe- 
veral atts of Friendfhip and of pitality , 
received the naked acknowledgment of 
thanks ; as much as he expected, or the 
imfortunate ſtranger was able to give, 
This Gentleman , ſome years after,went os 
ver to France, and ſerled at Parg, where 
the great confluence of Gentry and Nobilt- 
ty,both French and forreign, gave him the 
beſt opportunities of improvement in Cone 
verſe and Society. Walking out one 
Evening from: the Fouberg St. Germain, 
where his Lodging was, towards Colomb, 
he found a by-path melancholy ſhaded , 
Which then beſt ſited with his ſerious and 
confidering thoughts. He had not ad- 
. vanc'd above a Hundred paces before he 
- diſcovered a Lady richly dreft, fitting alone 
by alittle Rivuler, with all the marks of 
a paſſionate and diſcontented Heart ; ſur- 
priz'd with ſo unexpected a ſight, he Grechs 
(97 3 3 BY . 
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6d his way towards her, whom he found - "3 


young and handſome, with fo ſiveet an 
Air, which ( though clouded ) could not 
be totally Eclipſed by all the diſadvantages 
that . grief and ſorrow had diſguiſed her 
with. The Engliſh Cavalier addreſſed him- 
{elf to her with a Courtly meen, and Lan- 
guage full of Reſpe&t and Compaſſion ; 
which ſpoke the ſymparhy of his affeQions, 
and the deep Impreſlton her diſtontents had 
fix'd upon him. - Aﬀer a negleful filence, 
which ſeemed: rather 'the effect of her ſur- 
prize than diſreſpeCt, ſhe told him, that the 
ſent weight of her misfortunes obliged 

to ſeek a retirement, where ſhe mighe 
vent her paſſions unheard or ſeen of any 
mortal eye, which ſhe hoped- this place 
could have aftgrded: But fince your: un- 
lucky fate will oblige you ro ſhare my my- 
ſery, know, Sir, it is yet in my power to 
keep you happy, which my filence can on- 
Iy ſecure to you, The Gentleman fired 
with this tempting Oratory, could not fox- 
bear ſome farther Queſtions, with the Aſ- 
furance, that if enher his Courage or Con» 
duct could be of ſervice to her, ſhe intierly 
commanded both, The Lady with a ſeem» 
ing violence to her own modeſty, rold him, 
Her Lady Mother, whoſe Power and Pat- 
fion were equally or aa for ſome 


ſlighe | 
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ice, bad -this Evening turned hen 
"dpars, and utterly diſcarded her ; 
id p / — Where to find a : refogs 


| Tr ber ag from all 
pre. would ſhe pleaſe to accept a 

dgn Fiwhoro his Friendſhip conld affure. 
it; if not, that he would wait vpon- her 
"hame,. and employ his beſt endeavours to: 


| ſhe more incl'd ta, 
when tho Gentleman raiſing her with his 
land; ſhe direfted him into a private Street, 
where; a. large Portico. gave promiſe of 2 
more Razely Building beyond the proſpect 
of his Eye. Knocking at the Gate, the- 
Porter immediately —_—_ it, which lead} 
into a large Court; as tred, a pro- 
per per Genie whom Lady call'd Bro- 

ther, accoſted 'em welcomed the 
Stranger with a courteous and obliging be- 
haviour, and conducted em into 2 Parlour, 
where the young Lady, with all the ad- 


ed fo conſiderable: a fayaur. - After ſome 
diſcourſe the Lady Mother came in, fury. 
and revenge ufher'd/ in her preſence in a 
Majeſtick pace, which the Gentleman ob- 


| ile the angry Lady to fo penitent an 


vantages of Wit and Elegance acknowledg- 


_ , applyed hinſolf to ber with the: 
moſt 
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tnoſt prevziling Argiiments ſo fair a8nbjett; 
and tus pregnant fancy could inſpire hind 
with, 'When the Lady. had diſcharged her 
paſſion in a'Stortti more violent than laſting; 
ſhe admnicted a .Truce, tvhich pave. her 
Daughter a opþorrunity of a prafonnd 
fubtniſſion ; this ſeal'd an. intire Leaghe: of 
of Amity and Reconttliation. "The Gen- 
tleman' having receiv'd the 
and Thanks of the Mother and Davighter; 
deſired to take his leave; but her Brother, 
with the higheſt expreſſions of gratitude 
ard reſpect; rold him, he bad one favour 
more to beg of him in' behalf of himſelf 
and Siſter," That he would not deny.therti 
the happinels of his Company to ſuch an 
Emercaintgent as 'the ſhort warning, a 
their flender proviſion would give 'em leave 
to preſence him; this he urg'd with fo many 
preſſing arguments of Civility and Kindneſs, 
that in. good Manners he.could not refuſe, 
Supper being ended, the Gentletnan excn- 
ſed the' rudeneſs of his ſaddain departure, 
with the lateneſs of the Evening, and dan- 
ger of walking the Streers of Paris in the 
dark, which were then fo infeſted with 
Thieves and: Bravo's, 'that: eyery Morning 
diſcover'd frofli Murders. The yo ang Lady 
told him; | ſhe was. very. ſenſible of the *h- 
In of being lare abroad; and for 
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that reaſon was obliged to be tender of his 
ſafety, who with ſo much Honour and Ge- 
neroſity had preſerved hers; that their 
Houſe, though ill furniſh'd, was'not with- 
out a Lodging for ſo worthy a Friend, whictr 
was at his ſervice if he pleaſed, rather than 
run the hazard of going to his own.. ' The 
Gentleman owes 5-9 of it. Variery of 
pleaſant Diſcourſe had ſpun the time to al- 
moſt Twelve, when the Company ſeeming 
inclinable to Bed, : the young Lady took up 
the Candle, and told the Gentleman, 'it was 


her duty to wait upen him; which ſhe did 


up one pair of Stairs, through a long Gal- 
lery; at the end of it was a fair Chamber; 
where nothing was wanting for ſervice or 
ornament. The Lady having placed the 


Candle upon the Table with a deep ſigh; 


was going haſtily back, wirhout any farther 


Ceremony or Reſpe&t. The Gentleman; 


who thought himſelf obliged to receive ſo 
fignal.a favour with a more ſolemn Apolo» 
gy, beginning to excuſe himſelf, ſhe turn'd 


of a ſudden, and with a melancholy look 


and mournful tone, told him, Prepare your 
{elf to dye, for yeu have not balf an hour to 
live; T am ſorry for it, but cannot help it. 


"This was ſo unexpected a Complement, he 
- had neither power nor ſence to make a re- 
' ply. - The Lady was now gone, and pe | 
oh . A one q 
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[ 69 ] 
alone to conſider this ſtrange farewell, which 
was fpoke with ſo paſſionate an accent; he 
had reaſon to believe it an important Truth, 
and no: common piece of Raillery. The 
Gentleman in this ſurprize reſolv'd to ſecure 
himſelf as well as he .could, and immedi- 
ately made . faſt the Door, and drew his 
Sword, expecting what would be the Iſſue 
of this ſtrange Adventure. About half an 
hour after, when 'twas ſuppoſed the Gen- 
tleman was undreligd, and going to Bed, he 
heard a noiſe of ſeveral perſons walking in 
the Gallery towards his Chamber door ; 'one 
of 'em gently knock'd, and defir'd leave to 
come in for a little Cabinet the Lady want-/ 
ed ; he civily excugd himſelf, That it was 
a cuſtom he always obſervd abroad, never: 
to open his door after he was retird to his' 
Chamber; he beg'd the Ladies pardon, he 
ſhould riſe early mm the: Morning, and then 
ſhe might command it affoon as ſhe plead.” 
The other told him, *twas a rfidenefs-un- 
pardonable to deny the Lady the command 
of her own Alouſe; that he would force the 
Door, and make him deerly repent ſo ſaws ' 
cy an Anſwer, The Gentleman told'/him ' 
he was. reſolutely bent upon his own' de- / 
fence, and ſtood ready to receive him with ' 


his; naked Sword ; and what violence-xwits#® 


offerd ſhould meer with che. beſt refiltance // 
SER 4 Ce he 
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He  cotfld make; Upon this, Six Rufflant 
broke in upon him ; the firſt he ran throngh 
the Body, who dropt, and made way fo# 
his Companions, who preſſed fo hard upon 
him, he was fore'd to give back tothe Wall: 
ke had now receiv'd as well as given ſeveral 
Wounds, and. was ready to fall with loſs of 
Blood, when fuddenly one of 'em come 
manded rhe reſt to withdraw ; when they 
were gone, throwing away his Sword, upory 
his Knees:he beg'd lus pardon, and afſur'd 
him his Life was fafe ; and if he pleaſed ro 
revenge the Wounds he had receiv'd upon 
him, he'now lay at tis mercy. TheGer. 
tleman, who: tad: reaſon to fufpeft more 
treachery than | kindaeſs m ſo' ſuddain a 
Friendſtup, ſtood cloſe upon: his Guard, and: 
_ teld hinq, if his Expreffions were ſincere, w 
expected better reaſorr than he had at 
fone to confirm him- in it. Upon this bs 
eald him, Sz, 1 ſhould longer have con- 
ceald:my IF, did I not think Ingratitude a 
greater Sin than; any L was ever guilty of; 
1 an that Frenchman; and you the Gentle- 
man, Who in England once reſcued nie from 
the Baylitts h when if I had been taken 
I had; been. dindone for ever. Upon this 
the Gentlemary preſently remembred him to- 
be the. ſanie. perſon, and embracing! him - 
with all need and @ Aﬀiuua after 
NE ſome 
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met withal. Sir, fays he, Ido not oblj 
.you to ſecrecy ; for to morrow | incerid 


L 71S... 
ſome care of their Wounds) they 

away the Night together. The Gentleman 
told him, as he had received his Life from 
his hands, ir would donble the obligation if 
he pleaſed to acquaint him with the meaning 
of thoſe odd circumſtances he had now 


give the Magiſtrate the ſame account you 


now hear : I have been but Three days in 


this Houſe, and you the firſt perſon I ever 
made an attempt upon, We have feveral 
Women who walk abroad in the Evening, 
and according to their preſent Wit and In- 


vention, With fair Stories decoy gers in, 
who are Treated with all Civilty ;. but at 
Night Murdered in their Beds, and their 
B 


>dies thrown into a deep Vault; Their 
Clothes and Money is all the prize we can 
aim at, which is ſhared amongſt us.of the 
Family. The next Morning they went our 
early together, and the Frenchman made the 
ſame Diſcourfe. to the Magiſtrate. Upon 
ſearch they diſcover'd the Bodiesof Twenty 
Gentlemen lately Murder'd: The. perſoi 
were all apprehended and Executed, and 
che Gentleman jimmediately . return'd for 


— 


England. 
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Ot far from Newbury in Berkſhire, in 
the R eign. of King 7ames, a High» 
way-man, who had committed a Robhery 
and Murther, upon the perſuit was 

taken, and at the Aſſizes Condemned to 
be Hanged upon the place where the Fat 

was done,and there to remain in Chains. The 
day of Execution being come,he was brought 

-to the Gibbet with a numerous Croud of 
Spectators, the Smith who was to make the 


with that part of his Trade,had rmiſiaken his 
| ; which occaſioned a delay in the 
"Execution. Night now growing on, the 
- Country people fearing they ſhould loſe 
theiflabour;and fo pleafing a diverſion, grew 
' mutinous, and told rhe Officers they ought 
ro hang him now; 'and/Chain him'up to 
Morrow. © To give'their'Newghbours a fa- 
— - tisfaction in foreaſonable'a requeſt they a- 
"greed 't6ir; and diſpatch this poor wretch 
. for another World, in a legal -Hempen 
Nooſe; And not to be farther troubled _ 
; [ | 


bw. o. 2c. 


Hoops of- Iron, being not well acquainted - 
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the-Body, they left it there for that Night 
upon the Gibbet, deſigning nexr day to 
compleat the remaining part of the Sentence. 
It happened that. a Country Farmer with 
his Son came by in the dark of the Evening, 
with their empty Cart from the Marker ; 
the young Fellow who had no ſhare in thar 
days Recreation, deſired his . Father he 
might drive his Cart up tothe Gibber to ſee 
ſo-unuſal a Spectacle, which had been rhe 
buſineſs and diſcourſe of the Day. When 
they came near, they heard a humming 
Noiſe, like the faint Groans of a dying man. 
This at firſt ſtartled 'em,but taking heart and 
more ſeriouſly conſidering what it ſhould 
be, they agreed this hollow Murmurecame 
from the Breaſt of the Man upon the Gib- 
bet; and through a miſtake ,in fixing the 
Knot of the Rope, he had ſome ſparks af” 
Life in his Heart yet -unextingniſhed. The 
Son was very earneſt to cut the Rope, and 
try if they could recover bim, but the Old , 
man more cautiouſly weighing the cane | 
that would attend ſo illegal an ad,diflw 
him, brit at, laſt conſented. to.. it, for the 
ſake of ſo Novel an Experiment. They now 
drove the Cart underreath, -and the young 
"Fellow cut the Rope, and the Body dropt 
down into'ir, When going off a littie di- 
ſtance from the place, the Son forc'd open © 
+ h by 4 
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Spootifuls of a Rich ial out of hi 
Aqua Vire Bottle. This had its deſired 'E- 


tis Teeth, and the Facher pour in three 


ffect; for in half an hours time the Thief 


was recovered to his Senfes, and befan to 
difcourſe 'em about rhe World he was now 


ot into, and who were the Inhabitants of 


is Land of Darkneſs; whth by their Lari- 
griage he forind he was yer among his own 

Country-metn, he was very well pleaſed, 

but more qe fore uy told hitn he 

was yer mn a1 upon exbury-C 01m 

107 "_ if Death was DE: with the Trdians 
believe, a great Journey, but at Iaſt back to 

their own Connery. Having acquaitited hith 
how kind they had been in faving his Life, 
they next fell npoh a debate of preſerving 
"themſelves from a Soey ; Farmer 
living ten Miles off from Newbury, it was 

refolved the Thief ſhould ps along with 
them, where he ſhould change tiis Clothes, 

diſtoulour his. Face, and. lye' private till 
he could more conveniently diſpoſe of hinj- 
Felf. The next day, when ,the Smith and 
the Officers' cathe ro take down the Body, 
and hang it up in Chains, they found the 
Rope cut, *tid thar the Body Was taken g- 
way, Which was ſppog' to have been Bid- 
Tied by ſome friendly hahd, to prevent the 
continued Tgrominy of «tte Gibber : Biic 
. having 


— 
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having ſearch'd rotind about, they e6utd 


find no place which gave 'em ſaſpirion lg 
a freſh interment; fo chat not meering with 


any probable means of recovering the Bo- 


Jy, they gar over all further inquiry. The 
ible of the Ereut obligatioris HE 
had to the Farmer and his Son, and wil- 
ling ro give the beſt Teſtimony he could of 
# grateful Soul, offers his rig, oWgs fo 
'em, which they accepred of. He had now 
contirmed with themTwo years, and appra- 
ved bimfelf highty induſtrious and Juſtand 
Honeft beyond all Exception;this 7: him 
a particular efteein from his ES 
now intruſted him in all affairs of M 
and bufmefs, without the leaft jeale ufy. Y 
ſu ſpect. Abour ſeven Miles from ewbury 
was a Fair, whither the Farmer ſent him to 
fell Ten Fat Oxen, with orders not to take 
under ſuch a price, and that his Son or he 
wonld be there time enough to givefarther' 
cireQtion. -This truſty Setvant got early to 
the Fair, and being offered a 890d convent=. 
ent fim,ſold his OxenAhd received the Mo-. 
ney, which provirig a TetnÞtation beyond 
his power to refiſt, he took his Horſe and 
rid directly for Landon, where he hop'd to. 
(heker himſelf fron his Maſters perſuit. 
The Farmers Son being” more quick upon. 
bim than he  expedted, and underſtanding 
the 


[76] 
we Oxen were fold at an under Rate, and 
his Man gone towards London with the 
Money, Gallop'd after him, and fortunately 
overtook him ; who though ſtrangely ſur« 
prized, was not without Tome excuſe, that 
he was going to ſee an old Friend who liv'd 
two Miles farther. His young Maſter ſpoke 
kindly to him, and only adviſed him to go 


back again now, and make his Viſit another. 
time. Upon their return tothe Fair he met 


with his Father, whom he privately acquaint- 
ed with the Treachery of his Servant, and 
adviſed what was to be done in ſo nice a. 

int. It was reſolv'd they ſhould uſe him 


with the ſame common Reſpect they for- 


merly did, and give him no cauſe to Ima- 
gine himſelf under any diſpleaſure, and 
at night they _— ow _ Sentence 
againſt him. ming . back by Newbury, 
they paſſed by the Gibbet which was 9 
ſtanding, when ſuddenly ſeizing on him,they 
pull'd off his Coat, and hang'd him up on 
the ſame unhappy Tree from whence they 
had fo Charitably. Redeem'd him. Next 
"Morning the Neighbours found a Jr 
hang'd upon the Gibber,. and upon further 
obſervation diſcovered it to be the fame Bo- 
dy which was Executed Two years before 
in Shoes and Stockings, - whom the Devil 
bad then Stole away, and upon ſome new 

| « * difobligation 
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diſobligation, had now brought back arid 
hang'd in Boots and Spurrs. This was the 
wonder and diſcourſe of the Country,which 
preſently reach'd the Court; the ſtrangeneſs 
of this Story gave a general ſurprize, which 
to be fully ſatisfyed in, a Proclamation was 
Ifſed' ont, which promiſed a pardon and 
reward to the diſcoverer ; this Invited the 
Farmer and his Son to” London, who after a 
particular Relation of the whole Story, 
humbly beg'd, that this fact of theirs mi 
not be conſtrued as a private aCt of Mali 
and Revenge in them; but like good ſubjetts, 
having once done amiſs, they endeavoured 
to give a ſatisfaCtion to the Law by Exectt- 
ting ſo great a Villain, according to the 
words and Tenor of his firſt Sentence, 
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The Double Marriage : Qr, Love is the 
Grave. 


A Weſt Countrey Genleman, whoſy 
Quality andEſtate gaye him.no mean 
 Charater amongſt bis Neighbours, had one 
only Son, who haying richly furniſt'd him- 
felf wichal-the accompliſhments of the Uni- 
verſity and the Inns of Court, his Father 
commanded bim into the Country, 1 intends 


wg to diſpoſe of him in Marriage, -48 -his 
own affections, and his Fathers diſcretion 


could -meet in a canvenjent Match. The 


young. Gentleman -receiv'd rhe Welcoms 
and Congratulations of all his Friends; 
whoſe Viſits he return'd with equal ref; pect; 
theſe opportunities obliged him with che 
converſe and acquaintance of ſeveral La- 
dies, whoſe Beauty and Virtue , though 
perfettions i in 'em equally eminent, made 


no Impreſlion on his obdurate heart; all- 


che ArtiHery of their Eyes wounded him no 
more, than a ſhowr of Hail-ſhot can a 
Swi, Caſe harden'd. Strange and intricate 
is the Labyrinth of Love, whoſe ſympathe- 
tical attractions are beyound the Art of a 
Mhyloſophical diſcovery, It chanced one 
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day, being abroad with ſame Friends at a . 
Fox Chaſe, when their ſport was over, they 
call'd in at a Gentlemans Houſe, who had. 
one Daughter, a Lady young, of incompa+» 


| rable Wit and charming Features. This 


Gentleman, who had hitherto been a ſtran- 
ger to Love, and could look upon the moſt . 
celebrated Beauty with as indifferent an Eye 
as a curious Face drawn by the skilful hand 
of Titian or Vandike, found himſelf ſurpriſed 
on a ſudden, all the faculties of his Soul 
made a preſent ſurrender to the, power and 
deyotion of this Beautiful Numph. Ar his 
return htme, he acquainted his Father 
where he had been, and that he had this day 
ſeen that lovely Creature he admired above 
all the World. The Old Gentleman was 
very well pleasd with his Choice, and told 
him, that as to her Fortune he was well 
aſured it would beno ways inferiour to the 
greateſt pretenſions he could. make. Re- 
ceiving ſo good encouragement, he made 
his preſent Addrefles to the Lady, whoſe 
prudence and modeſty, though they art firſt 
forbid her a fond familiarity, yet her Inno- 
cence knew none of thoſe wily Artifices,and. 
coy delays with which the deſigning Dame 
Trolls with her Lover, when ſhe once finds 
him faſt upon the Hook. Frequent enter- 
views had now warm'd 'em with mutual 

_  aftedtions, 
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affeAions, which the approbation and cort- 
currence of their Parents confirm'd into an 


inviolable Friendſhip. There was a Rich 


Uſerer, who in an unlucky hour fortun'd 
accidentally to ſee this young. Lady, of 
whom he grew ſo enamord, that inquiring 
out her Name aud Relations, he immedi- 
ately made- his Application to her Father ; 
and conſidering the diſadvantageous Court» 
ſhip of Age and Impotency, to Youth and 
Vigour, he refolv'd to turn the Scale with a 
weighty Joynture. The Ladies Father Con- 
fidering the Uſurers Propoſals, That his 


Daughter might be ſetled in the World, 


Miſtriſs of a fair Eſtate, and that the Portion 
he deſign'd her, would be a very good ad- 
dition and Improvement to the Fortunes of 
his other Children, reſfolv'd upon it, withour 
confalting his Daughters Inclinations, or 
conſidering how far already ſhe might have 
diſpos'd of her ſelf; the Lands of the Joyn- 
rure were Survey'd, and the Writings ready 
for rhe Seal, when the Father calling hig 
Daughter ito his Cloſer, told her, he de- 
fiend to ſee her Married to Morrow; the 
Young Lady anfwer'd with a Bluſh. Nay, 
fays he, underſtand me arighr, I mean to 
Mr. Corvy. The Name ſhe ſtarted ar ; Come, 
' ceme, ſays he, he is a fober, grave Gentle- 
man, and to my knowledge, fow'd all x 
W1 
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wild Oats Fourty years ago; I am for none 
of your extravagant London Sparks, who 
know no more of the value of Money,than 
as they pay Ten per Cent ior the Uſe of ir. 
The younggLady,who underſtood no part of 
his Satyrical reflection, humbly reply'd, She 
had already, with his conſent, lodg'd ano- 
ther perſon in her Breaſt, who had the intire 
pollefſion of her heart, which ſhe could not 
divide ; nor in Hanour or Juſtice recede from 
thoſe ſacred Vows and Proteſtations by 
which ſhe ſtood ſo ſolemnly engaged; Her 
Father, whoſe Government was Arbitrary, 
and his Commands poſitive, with Sour look, 
and contracted Brow, told her, he admitted 
no Excaſe, bur expected her ready ſabmiſ- 
fion to his Will and Pleaſure. She, who was 
all Duty and Obedience, only anſwered, Szr, 
you may, if you pleaſe, oblige me to the 
Ceremony of Marriage, but you can never 
force my afteCtions to love him I mortally 
hate. The next day, notwithſtanding all her 
Arguments to the contrary,or.endeavours to 
defer the Wedding till ſhe had more ma- 
curely confider'd it, ſhe was Married toOld 
Coruvy. Bad News is never flow, nor was 
Report lazy in giving the forlorn Lover in» 
telligence of this ſurprizing misfortune. ; 
which ſtruck him with a horrour and con- 
faſion inexpreflible. After Three Mon 
G a 
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had cool'd the violence of his Paſſion, he 
fell into a deep melancholy, which threat- 
ned dangerous efteAs both to Body and 
and Mind : His Relations advisd him to 
Travel, if poflibly diſtance of time and 
place might give a Cure to fo fatal a dif- 
compoſure. This at lait he was perſwaded 
to, when having taken leave of his Friends, 
he went to pay his farewell Reſpects to the 
Lady, whoſe ſorrow and diſcantent com- 
pleated the moſt lively Scene of humane 
miſery. Having ſeen France and Italy, his 
Curioſity led him into Perſia, where he con- 


tinued ſeveral years ; Tlme and variety of 


different Objects had now in ſome meaſure 
abated his ſorrow, and worn out the me- 


mory of his former troubles: One Night 


ſeriouſly muſing on the Vagrant Lite he led, 
in a ſtrange Countrey remote from all his 
Friends, he reſolv'd upon a ſpecdy Return 
for England, from whence he had been Nine 
years abſent. Landing at Plymouth he took 
Poſt and arriv'd at his native Town in the 
cloſe of the Evening ; knocking at rhe Gate 
of his Fathers Houſe, he defir'd ro ſpeak 
with the Gentleman that liv'd there, che 
Servant toid him he was dead Four Months 
a-go, but her Miſtreſs was within. Pray, 
fays he, let her know I intreat the favour 
0 wait upon her, who coming down, his 


earnel\t 
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earneft AﬀeCtion and Duty would not ſuffer 
him long to conceal himſelf, rhough change 
of Air, and difterence of Climates , had 
wrought thoſe alterations in his Face, he 
was as much unknown to her as the Grand 
Seignior,and as much unexpected. He ha- 
ving condoled with her for the death of his 
Father, and ſhe welcom'd his Return with 
all the Tranſports of a tender Mother, his 
firſt Inquiry was how the Lady did, his for- 
mer Miſtreſ?who ſeeraing ſtartled with the 
ſiddain queſtion, Ihope, ſays he, ſhe's not 
dead; yes, ſays his Mother, ſhe is ſo, and 
happy | int: She was Buried this Evening i m 
our own Church, and I came but now from 
her Grave. His long Travels had not «<- 
ſtrang'd his afteCtions, the Idea of his former 
Love yet ſtood fair in the Impreſſion, and 
unrivall'd in his Breaft ; though he receiv'd 
this mournful News, but with a common 
paſſion, his Eyes had a deluge of Tears in 
ſtore, and his heart exceſs of Grief. His 
Mother leaving the Room to give ſome pri- 
vate orders to her Servants, he tock -that 
opportunity, and went out to an Ale-houſe 
in the Town, and ſent for the Clerk, in 
Diſcourſe he rold him he had made an Oath 
to himſclt to Kiſs Miſtreſs Corvy, who he 
underitood was buried thar Evening ; and if 
he would keep his counſel , and lend his 

alliance, 
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aſlitance, he would reward him for his 
pains. TheClerk who took the Man to be 
as mad as his deſign was whimſical, told 
him, he did not uſe to diſturb the dead, 
nor was it fafe for him tod» ſo; and if that 
was all his Buſineſs, this was his Anſwer. 
The Gentleman who well knew the power 
of Gold, which could open Graves as well 
as Locks, call'd him back again, and ofter'd 
him Ten Pieces (a Sum, for which he would 
have dng up the whole Pariſh ) and pro- 
mis'd him he would only take np the Body 
and Kiſs it, and lay it in again; all which 
they conld do, without the knowledge or 
privacy of any of his Neighbours. This 
now was Senſe the Clerk underſtood, who 
told him, he hoped he was a Gentleinan, 
; and defign'd him no injury by it ; that if this 
would be any fatisfaftion to him, he did 
freely command it. The Clark wenthome 
for the Key, and his Dark-Lanthorn, and 
the Gentleman met him at the Churche 
Porchg they had preſently uncoverd the 
Coftin, which they took out of the Grave 
and- open'd it: The Gentleman Killed her 
Lips, and fancied 'em warm ; when un- 
ſhrowding her Breaſt, and laying his Hand 
upon her Heart, he felt a gentle mortton, 
as if there were ſome ſparks of Lite yet 
remauiaing wrapt up in their Embers. _ 
to 
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[ 85] 
told the Clerk, he was very confident the 
Gentlewoman' was not dead, and he wout 
uſe his urmoſt sk1ill to reſtore her to Lite a- 
gain.The Clerk earneſtly diſlwaded him from 
any ſich Arrempt, as firſt againſt all ſenſe; 
and then if it was ſo, and ſhe ſhould come 
to Life, what would become of him, who 
ſhould certainly loſe his place, and be ex- 
pos'd to the Diſcourſe of the whole Coun- 
try. The Gentleman was refolute in his 
opinion, which the Clerk as earneftly with- 
ſtood, and fain would have Buried her for 
fear of a recovery ; till at laſt he threatned, 
if he did not affiſt him, hewould have him 
Hang'd for Murdering of her. This fright- 
ed him into a complyance; they took up 
the Coffin on ther Shoulders, and went d1- 
rectly to his Mothers Houſe, who all this 
time miſſing of her Son, who was ſo ſud- 
dainly vaniſh, began ſerioufly to COIN 
with her ſelf, whether 1t was his real per 
ſon ſhe had ſ>en, or ſome Airy Apparition 
in his ſhape and figure. Whillt theMother 
was under this dillatisfattion, in came her 
Son, and the Clerk, with the Coffin on 
their Backs, which they {et down upon the 
Table: At this dreadful fi 2hr, ſhe could be- 
lieve no leſs but that her Houſe was haunc- 
ed, which had the ſame ettets upon her of 
fear and ' trembling. Her Son ſeeing his 
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Mothers diſorder , told her what he had 
done, and defir'd ſhe would immediately 
put the Body into a warm Bed, and by the 
help of Spirits, and what other means ſhe 
thought proper, endeavour to recover it. 
In a lucky hour return'd this canſtant Lover, 
and payd his Reſpects to his departed Mi- 
ſtreſs, the diligent Care of his Mother, and 
tie excellency of her Cordials had a'mi- 
raculous ſucceſs; by the next Morning ſhe 
open'd her Eyes, and Senſe* and Reaſon 
began to dawn in her expreſſions, like the 
glmmering Beams of the Sun newly ſprung 
trom the dark Bed of Night. During the 
the time ſhe was married to this old Uſtrer 
ſhe was melancholy and diſcontented , 
which at laſt to far prevail'd upon her, that 
ſhe often- fell into Trances, in which ſhe 
lay for ſeveral hours, and in one of theſe 
was undoubtedly Buried. Afſoon as ſhe was 
perfe&ly recover'd to her ſelf, and able to 
walk about the Room, this Gentleman, who 
tad kept private in his Chamber, made her a 
Viſit, whome ſhe preſently knew, though 
as \er ſhe was ignorant of all thoſe [trange 
Circumitances of her late preſervation, 
Tacic frlt Retpects and Careiles being over, 
the Gentleman acquainted her with the 
ſj:ceriry of his alletion which he had 
tit] continuce d through all the various chan- 
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ces of his Forreign Travel,cf which the Story 
of her own life and ſafery,which he then re» 
counted was a moit infallible demonſtration. 
It may eafily beimagind with what difterent 
pailions this ſtrange relation affected her, 
ſometimes the barbarous cruelty of herHus- 
band thus to interr her alive; animated her 
withthe greateſt abhorrence and deteſtetion 
of ſo vile a Wretch, when a ſecond thought 
of the unparallel'd hindneſs of this Gentle- 
man plunged ber into the Abyſs of Love, 
and Admiration.After a few hours had calm'd 
her mind into a more ſerene and compoſ'd 
Temper, he told her, Madam there is but 
one ſtep more-to render me compleatly 
happy, as for that curſed Man, he by his 
own act has forfeited all Right and Title to 
you, to whom I lay an unqueſtionable claim 
of Recovery. It was preſently reſolvd that 
to morrow ſhould be that happy day. The 
Mother next morning early ſent tothe Pare * 
ſon to defire him to meet two Friends of 
hers at the Church who defired to be pri- 
vately Married, which was done, the Parſon 
not 1n the . leait ſuſpecting the Bride was the 
ſame Lady he bad buried tour days before. 
This was kept ſo ſecret it was only known 
to the Clerk and their own Family. 
The next week the Gentleman apveared 
abroad and made vitits to ſeveral of his . 
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Friends and acquaintance, where it happen- 


ed he met with the Uſarer, ſeveral diſcourſ-. 


es had palled concerning the curioſities of 


thoſe forreign parts he had been at, when. 


old Corvy asked him if he was Magried yet ? 
Yes Sir ſays he, and I am heartily forry 


for the loſs of your Lady whol underſtand . 
was buried ten days agoe ; I ſays he, we 


muſt all Dye, it can't be help'd, but pray 
_ Sir What Country is the Lady of you mar- 
ried ? Sir I fetch'd her from a far Country 
you may call it in Engliſh the Land of Dark- 
2eſs, Wt 1s about Five hundred Leagues to 
the South of Erhiopta, on the North, it Bor- 
ders on the Land of Silence ; [ have read 
of it Sir ſays Old Corvy ; and ſhall be ve- 
ry Ambitious to pay my Service to your 
Lady and welcome her to England. Upon 
this he ma-{e a public entertainment nextday 
and Invited his Friends, amonglt whom old 
Coruy mage one, the Guelts being comeand 
Dinner upon the Table,the Gentlemanwent 
up ſtairs. and brought down his Wite in his 
Hand, who received the Reſbects and Com» 
plements of all the Company with a meen 
ſo grave and {trange as if ſhe had never ſeen 
the Face of anv of *'em b<fore. All Din- 
ner we. eat but little and ſpoke nota word, 
Every ones Eve was fixt npon her, adint- 
ring the E nat reizmoiance of her Counte- 
Nance 
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nance which was ſo like, they muſt have be- 
lieved her to be the ſame perſan, had they 
not known Mrs. Corwvy was dead and they 
themſelves at the Funeral. Old Corvy pul'd 
outhis Spectacles to rake the better atm who 
ſeeing ſo accurate a Copy of his Wifes 
face in every feature, told him he ſhould 
have ſworn this had been his own Wife, was 
he not certain ſhe was n&w cold in her 
Grave. The Gentleman ſmil'd and'told *em 
the whole Story, which ſhe confirm'd. The 
Uſurer more out. of Love to Contention 
than any reſpectto his Wife, revived his old 
Title, to which the Gentleman pleaded the 
preſcription of the Grave; It was a Caſe 
without a preſident and of more than or- 
dinary difficulty fince both were married 
to her and both enjoyed her. It was art laſt 
adjudg'd thatſhe ſhould live ſeparate from 
'tm both, 'till one of *em dyed, and the ſur- 
viver receive her as h is Wife without farther 
Ceremony. Within few Months after old 
Corvy dyed ina Pet and left her to the fole 
Embraces of her firſt Lover with a very 
conſiderable Joynture,with whom ſhe lived 
long and happy in a fruitful Oli-ſpring and 
atietionate Husband. 
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